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PREFACE 
Kurdish belongs to the Western Iranian group of the Indo-Iranian branch of the Indo-
European family. The two principal branches of modern literary Kurdish are (1) Kurmanji, 
the language of the vast majority of Kurds in Turkey, Syria, Armenia, and Azerbaijan with 
an estimated 15-17 million speakers, and (2) Sorani, the language of most Kurds in Iraq 
(5 million speakers) and Iran (5-6 million speakers).  

Iraqi Kurdistan, essentially unrepresented and repressed by previous Iraqi governments, is 
emerging as a major force in post-Saddam Iraq. As the rest of Iraq has plunged into a 
downward spiral, Kurdistan has enjoyed relative political stability and suffered limited 
violence, in part owing to a sectarian and political homogeneity lacking elsewhere in the 
country. The Kurdish region has enjoyed de facto autonomy since 1991, when the 
American military established a no-flight zone there, a status formalized by the new Iraqi 
Constitution. 
 
Sorani has been the second official language of Iraq since the creation of the country after 
World War I and has been the working language of the Kurdistan Regional Government 
(KRG), schools and the media of Iraqi Kurdistan.  Sorani is also the most studied and best-
known Kurdish language among all its dialects.   
 

The interest and demand for learning Sorani has never been so significant, as more 
international businessmen and workers come to this new world and find opportunities. 
 
This book is written to help anyone who is interested in studying Sorani.  No prior 
knowledge is necessary to start studying this book.  While I tried to avoid exceedingly 
advanced grammar or too many details, I also tried to put together most fundamental 
grammar rules for devoted learners. 
 
As a Sorani beginner, I struggled to find a well-explained grammar book when I first came 
to Hawler.  The single biggest beneficiary of this book should be myself since I learned the 
most as I gathered information and wrote this book J, and I’d be just glad if this book can 
also help somebody out there, struggling to grasp the language. 
 
Sorani is a beautiful language.   
I hope all my readers enjoy studying Sorani as much as I did.  
 
 

 
 

May 25, 2010  
Danielle H. Kim 

In Hawler, Iraqi Kurdistan 
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1. KURDISH ALPHABET 

THE ALPHABET 
 

 Arabic 
Character 

Shape 
Changes 

Latin 
Equivalent 

Phonetic Pronounciation Examples 

Consonants 
 N/A ‘Hamze’ is not treated as a   ء 1

separate letter of the 
alphabet.  It always occurs 
in conjunction with a vowel. 

 ئيوة,
ئةو,   
ئايا   

 با B B as in Bed ببب ب 2

 ثياو P P as in Pen ثثث ث 3

 تالَ T T as in Test تتت ت 4

 جوان   C J as in James, Joe ججج ج 5

 ضرا Ç CH as in Chair ضضض ض 6

 H This consonant is ححح ح 7
pronounced with a strong 
expulsion of air from the 
chest.  It is similar to the 
sound you make when you 
fog a mirror with your 
breath (hah). 
There is an increasing 
tendency in modern Kurdish 
to substitute ه(H) for ح(H).1) 

 حةوت
 حاجي

 حةسةن

 X A voiceless velar fricative خخخ خ 8
consonant 1) 
CH as in German Bach 

 خيرا

 دار  (D D as in Dad 2 دةمديد د 9

 سةر (R R as in brain 3 رربرا ر 10

 يرِرِرِ رِ 11
 

R Trilled R. 3)  
No equivalent in English. 
Like rr in Spanish 

 رِيطا

 زةنط Z Z as in Zero زبزز ز 12



 

A Basic Guide to Kurdish Grammar 

2 
 

 J Equivalent to French J as in ذذذ ذ 13
pleasure and measure 

 ذن

 سالَ S S as in Sea سسس س 14

 شار Ş SH as in Ship ششش ش 15

 AH A voiced velar fricative ععع ع 16
No equivalent in English 1) 

, عارةق
  عيسا

 GH A voiced velar fricative غغغ غ 17
No equivalent in English 1) 

 ثيغةمبةر

 فروشتن F F as in Feel ففف ف 18

 ظيان V V as in Victory ظظظ ظ 19

  (Q Q as in Iraq 1 ققق ق 20
(local pronunciation) 
A voiceless uvular stop 

 قةلاَ

 كورد  K K as in Key ك 21

 طولَ G G as in Girl, gas ططط ط 22

 لووت L L as in Lot, Lost للل ل 23

 Ł Like the dull ‘L’ of English as لَلَلَ لَ 24
in all, college 

 دلَ

 مالَ M M as in Me ممم م 25

 ناو N N as in Not ننن ن 26

 ويستن (W W as in Wear, tower 4 ووبو و 27

 هةرميH H as in Hot, Handsome   ههه  ه 28

 يةك (Y Y as in Yard, play 4 ييي ي 29

 

※ Vowels are continued in the next page.  
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Sٍimple Vowels 
0 N/A  N/A I UE as in dialogue, fatigue 

Also, consider the vowel 
sound made in “good”, 
“fallen” or “handle” 5) 

 برنج
[bı-rın-jı] 

  A A long vowel as in ئااا ا 1
market, arm 

 ئاو
 ئاسمان

 E A short vowel as in ئةة ة 2
1) hot (in most cases) 
2) ugly, but (e.g. ووةك ) 

3) guess (e.g. ةنمط ) 6) 

 ئةو

 ئوتوو U U as in Put, Pull وروئ و 3

 بوون Ũ OO as in boot  وبوئ  وو 4

 ميوان Î EE as in feet, tree  ييي  ي 5
 ئينطليز

6 ي ييئي Ê E as in End, hen تبي 

 ئوتومبيل O O as in poke, token ؤؤؤئ ؤ 7

Cٍomplex Vowels 
 كةي AY AY as in May, Way  ئةي 1

2 يو    YO YO as in Yogurt حةننايو 

 ;YU YU as in You    ئو 3
UE as in que 

 يوسف

 YA / YE 1) if in ending or before    ية 4
vowel, YA as in Yahoo 
2) if before consonant,  
YE as in Yes 

 هةية
 يةك

5 
 وابزانم WA WA as in Washington    وا 

 ميوة WE WA as in War, Wash    وة 6

 دةويست WI WI as in We, Wii    وي 7

8 وي    WÊ WE as in Weapon دةمةوي 
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Note: 

   .sounds don’t exist in English ”غ“ and  ”ع“ ,”ق“ ,”خ“ ,”ح“ (1

Even peculiar Kurdish words don’t include “ع“ ,”ق“ ,”ح”  and “غ”.  However, since 

there are many Arabic words mixed in the everyday Kurdish language, these letters 
and sounds need to be familiarized. 
 

2) In some parts of Kurdistan (e.g. Suli, Kirkuk) the letter D is often softened to the 
point of being inaudible.  The most prominent example of this case is the present 
modal prefix “دة”. 

 (Sulemaniya Dialect) ئةضم = (Standard) دةضم

 (Sulemaniya Dialect) لة كوردستانا = (Standard) لة كوردستاندا
 

3) In Kurdish, no words begin with “ر”, all initial Rs are trilled “ِر”.  Though the “٧” sign 

(to signify trilled R) is rarely marked when “ِر” comes as an initial letter, the initial 

Rs always mean “ِر”.   
  روذ = رِوذ  |   ر وشنبيري =  رِ وشنبيري

 

4) In Kurdish, “و” (w & u) and “ي” (y & i) can be treated as either a noun or a vowel. 

 

Vowel “و” Consonant “و” Vowel “ي” Consonant “ي” 

تووئو  ياسا ئينطليزي ويستن 
u-too wi-steun een-glee-zi ya-sa 
n. iron v. to want n. English n. law 

 

5) This is the only vowel not indicated in the Kurdish writing system.   

a. When there are two consecutive consonants, this vowel is used. 

b. Wًhen a consonant is alone or placed at the end without any adjacent vowel, 
this vowel is recognized. 

 
Alone ث [pue] With Vowel ثي [pee] 

Consonant 
Ending 

ةطرنط Vowel Ending [geu-reun-gue] طرنط  [geu-reun-ga] 

Consecutive 
Consonants 

 Mixed with [beu-reun-jue] برنج
Vowels 

 [ba-za-rrue] بازارِ

Consonant 
Ending 

 Consonant Ending [fe-reu-hen-gue] فةرهةنط
W/ Preceding 

Vowel 

ينوكن  [nee-nok] 
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6) In general, Kurdish letters  are pronounced as written.  This “ة” vowel, however, 

can have different sounds in certain cases.   
 

In general 
Short “a” sound 

 طةورة
 دةرطا

[ge-u-re] 

[de-reu-ga] 

“ə” sound وةكو [wə-ku] 

“ê” sound ةنمط  
 طةرم

[gê-neum]  

[gê-reum] 

 
7) When  “ة“ ,”ا”, “و” and “ي” become the initial letter of a word, the Hamze ”ء” is 

necessary. 
 
 

 Beginning  Middle or End  

 دار, كرا وئا ا

 وةرة, بة وانئة ة

و لئوث تيتو  

ي م, ليَ   رةئيدي  
 

When “و” and “ي”  are the initial letter of a word as a vowel, they are also written 

with the Hamze ”ء”.   
 

 As consonant  As vowel  

 تووئو وينة و

 نطليزيئي ياري ي
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READING EXERCISE  
 

English Meaning Kurdish  Pronunciation  

eye ضاو  cha-.u 

fruit ميوة mee.we 

carrot زةرطي  gê.ze.reu 

almond بادةم ba-.dem 

ear طوي gyu.ê 

health روستيتةند  ten.dru.stee 

genius بليمةت bıl.ee.met 

comfortable ئاسوودة a-.soo.de 

doctor ثزيشك pı.zee.shık 

 nice شخو xo.shı / kho.shı 

dangerous ترسناك tı.rı.sı.na-k 

salty رةَسوي su.ê.re 

sleep خةوتن xe.u.tın / khe.u.tın 

never هةرطيز he.rı.gee.zı 

miracle موعجيزة mu.ahı.jee.ze 

prophet غةمبةرثي pe.ghem.be.rı 

 

English Meaning Kurdish  Pronunciation  

an egg لكةيةكهي  hêl.ke.yêk 

a book كبيكتي  kı.tê.bêk 

the book بةكةكتي kı.tê.be.ke 

the egg on the table زةكةلكةكة لةسةر ميهي hêl.ke.ke le.se.rı.mê.ze.ke 

a good day كي باشذيرِو  ı.sh-.kee.baêo.zhr 

Tell me. م بليثي.  pêm.bı.lê 

Listen to me. م ليَ بطرةطوي.  gyu.êm.lê.bı.gı.re 

I’m going to bazaar. ِبازار دةضم بو.  ır.-.za-m.bo.baıde.ch 

When do you come back? يتةوة؟كةي دةطةرِي  .ee.te.we?êrkay.de.ge. 
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2. GRAMMATICAL UNITS 

THE PARTS OF SPEECH 

Traditional grammar classifies words based on eight parts of speech: the verb(فرمان), 

the noun(ناو), the pronoun( ناوجي ), the adjective( ناوئاوةلَ ), the adverb(ئاوةلَفرمان), the 

preposition(دةواذةكانزي), the conjunction(تييةكي), and the interjection (قسةهةلَدان). 

Verb (فرمان): Verbs expresses existence, action, or occurrence. 
 to be بوون ,to clean ثاك كردنةوة ,to eat خواردن ,to climb سةر كةوتن

Noun (ناو): Nouns are words that name people, places or things. 

  hour كات ,wife ذن ,country ولاَت ,car ئؤتؤمبيل

Pronoun ( ناوجي ): Pronouns substitutes for nouns or noun phrases and designates persons 
or things asked for, previously specified, or understood from the context. 

 myself خوم ,you توwe,  ئيمة

Adjective ( ناوئاوةلَ ): Adjectives modify nouns. 

شبا  good, زيرةك smart, اردس  cold,  quick خيرا 

Adverb (ئاوةلَفرمان): Adverbs modify verb and adjectives.  

ييابة خير  quickly, هةميشة always, نزيكةيي approximately 

Preposition (دةواذةكانزي): A word or phrase placed typically before a substantive and 
indicating the relation of that substantive to a verb, an adjective, or another substantive, 
as English at, by, with, from, and in regard to. 

بو to, لة in/at, بة by/with,  سةرلة  on 

Determiner: The functional category that is most closely associated with nouns. 
 forty-five ضل و ثينج ,some هةنديك ,a/an يك ,the ةكة

Conjunction (تييةكي): Conjunction serves to connect words, phrases, clauses, or sentences. 

 therefore بوية ,but بةلاَم ,and و

Interjection (قسةهةلَدان):  Interjection usually expresses emotion and is capable of 
standing alone. 

 !come on  يةلَلا ,?really بةخوا ,oh ئوي
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THE PARTS OF THE SENTENCE 

The parts of the sentence are a set of terms for describing how people construct sentences 
from smaller pieces. There is not a direct correspondence between the parts of the 
sentence and the parts of speech – the subject of a sentence, for example, could be a 
noun, a pronoun, or even an entire phrase or clause.  

SUBJECT(بكةر) AND PREDICATE(طوزارة)  

Every complete sentence contains two parts: a subject(بكةر) and a predicate(طوزارة). 
The subject is what (or whom) the sentence is about, while the predicate (which always 
includes the verb) tells something about the subject. In the following sentences, the 
predicate is underlined, while the subject is highlighted. 

Azad runs. ئازاد رِا دةكا 
Azad and his friends  

run at the park every day. 
 هةموو رِوذيك ئازاد و هاورِيكاني

  لة ثاركةكة رِا دةكةن

OBJECTS(بةركار) AND COMPLEMENTS(تةواوكةر) 

OBJECTS(بةركار) 

A verb may be accompanied by an object that completes the verb's meaning. Two kinds 
of objects may come with verbs: 1) direct objects and 2) indirect objects. To determine if 
a verb has a direct object, isolate the verb and make it into a question by placing 
"whom?" or "what?" after it. The answer, if there is one, is the direct object: 

My mom cooked dolma. لمةي دروست كرددايكم دو 
Sangar gave her the book.  ي دابةكةي ثيسةنطةر كتي 

 

In the first example, “dolma” is the direct object. 

※ Dolma is a famous local Kurdish food (a stuffed vegetable, especially a grape leaf or 
cabbage leaf, onion, eggplants and zucchini cooked with a filling of ground meat, 
herbs, or rice.). 

 
In the second example, “the book” is the direct object and “her” is the indirect object. 
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COMPLEMENTS(تةواوكةر) 

In addition to the transitive verb and the intransitive verb, there is a third kind of verb, 
called the linking verb.  The word (or phrase) which comes together with a linking verb is 
not an object, but a complement.  A subject complement can be a noun, an adjective, or 
a prepositional phrase.  The most common linking verb is "بوون", which is equivalent to “to 

be” in English. 

Hewa is a student. 
Hewa is a Kurdish. 

 هيوا قوتابيية
 هيوا كوردة

Hewa is smart. 
Hewa is handsome. 

 هيوا زيرةكة
 هيوا جوانة

Hewa is here. 
Hewa is in school. 

 هيوا ليرةية
 هيوا لة قوتةبخانةية

TRAITS OF KURDISH 

ENDINGS 

In Kurdish, both nouns and verbs are combined with various endings.  Articles (e.g. a, the) 
and possessives (e.g. my) are added to the end of the noun as suffixes.  The verb 
conjugations are complicated since they embrace not only tenses, but also subjective and 
objective pronouns as well. 

ARTICLES/POSSESSIVES/DEMONSTRATIVES 

book بكتي his book بةكةيكتي 
books بانكتي his books بةكانيكتي 

a book كبيكتي this book بةئةم كتي 
the book بةكةكتي that book بةئةو كتي 

the books بةكانكتي these books بانةئةم كتي 

VERB CONJUGATIONS 

See (infinitive) بينين I saw. من بينيم 
I see. من دةبينم I saw you. م بينيمن تو 

I see you. من دةتبينم I didn’t see you. م نةبينيمن تو 
I don’t see. من نابينم I have seen. م بينيوةمن تو 

I don’t see you. من ناتبينم I had seen. م بينيبوومن تو 
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WORD ORDER 

The general rule is Subject – Object – Verb.  When the subject is a pronoun, however, it 
is often omitted (Object – Verb).  In Kurdish, a verb alone can make a complete sentence 
as it is always combined with the subject pronominal enclitic (=bound pronoun).  When 
the object is a pronoun, it can also be attached to the verb in the form of bound pronoun.  

Subject – Object – Verb 

The girl sees the boy. تكورِةكة كضةكة دةبيني  
She sees the boy.   تكورِئةوةكة دةبيني  

She sees him. ت(ئةو) ئةو دةبيني 
She sees him. تدةيبيني 

INDEPENDENT PRONOUNS AND BOUND PRONOUNS 

In Kurdish, there are two different types of personal pronouns:  

§ Independent ( سةربةخوجيناوي كةسيي  )  

§ Bound (ناوي كةسيي لكاوجي) 

Subjective Independent Pronoun is often omitted while Subjective Bound 
Pronoun(underlined) is always placed in a verb conjugation.  

 With  
Independent Subject 

Without  
Independent Subject 

I understand .دةطةمتيَ دةطةم. من تي 
You understand .دةطةيتتي دةطةيت. توتي 

She understands .دةطاتدةطات. ئةو تيتي 
We understand .دةطةينمة تيدةطةين. ئيتي 

They understand .دةطةندةطةن. ئةوان تيتي 

※ Subjective Bound Pronoun(Subjective BP) can be considered as a verb suffix 
that conjugates depending on the subject status. 
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PREPOSITIONS AND POSTPOSITIONS 

In Kurdish, prepositions (َبة, لة, لةطةل etc.) are often followed by their corresponding 

postpositions to envelop a word or a phrase.  The preposition itself marks the beginning of 
the prepositional phrase, and the end of the complement is marked by a postpositional 
element. 

Come with me. .وةرة لةطةلَمدا He came from Hawler .رةوة هاتووةئةو لة هةولي 

VERB TYPES 

Kurdish verbs can be classified in different ways. 

By necessity of the object 

- Linking Verb بوون (equivalent to the “to be” verb in English) 

- Intransitive: to go to leave , نضوو  مانةوة  to stay ,نوستن to sleep , رِويشتن   

- Transitive: to eat to see , نخوارد  to sell , ينينب  فروشتن   , to study   نخويند 

By number of meaningful words in a verb 

- Simple: A verb with one meaningful word  
o to go  نضوو , to eat   نخوارد 

- Complex: A verb with [a meaningful word] + [a meaningless prefix/suffix] 
o to run رِا كردن , to elect هةلَ بذاردن  

- Compound: A verb with more than two meaningful words. 
o to listen ليًَ طرتن طوي, to start دةست ثيً كردن    

It is important to understand the verb types, since the verb conjugations are quite 
different in each case. 

Even when you memorize vocabulary words, it is better to memorize intransitive verbs and 
transtive verbs separately until you become comfortable with their conjugations. More 
details will be covered in later chapters. 
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3. THE NOUN PHRASE  
NOUN SUFFIXES 

THE ABSOLUTE STATE (WITHOUT ANY SUFFIX) 

A Kurdish noun in the absolute state (lexical form; without any ending of any kind) gives a 
generic sense of the noun. 

Sky is blue. .ئاسمان شينة 

CARDINAL NUMBERS 

The cardinal numbers are as follows: 

 سفر ٠ 0 بيست و يةك ٢١ 21 يازدة ١١ 11 يةك ١ 1
 دوو سةد ٢٠٠ 200 بيست و دوو ٢٢ 22 دوازدة ١٢ 12 دوو ٢ 2
3 ٣ ١٣ 13 سي زدةسي  هةزار ١,٠٠٠ 1,000 سي ٣٠ 30 
 دة هةزار ١٠٠٠٠ 10,000 ضل ٤٠ 40 ضواردة ١٤ 14 ضوار ٤ 4
زدةثا ١٥ 15 ثينج ٥ 5  مليون ١٠٠٠٠٠٠ 1,000,000 ثةنجا ٥٠ 50 
تشةس ٦٠ 60 شازدة ١٦ 16 شةش ٦ 6  دوو سةد و ثةنجا ٢٥٠ 250 
 ثينج سةد ٥٠٠ 500 حةفتا ٧٠ 70 حةظدة ١٧ 17 حةوت ٧ 7
تاشهة ٨٠ 80 هةذدة ١٨ 18 هةشت ٨ 8  حةوت سةد و ثةنجا ٧٥٠ 750 
9 ٩ زدة ١٩ 19 نوعهةزار و روب ١,٢٥٠ 1,250 نةوةد ٩٠ 90 نو  
سةد  ١٠٠ 100 بيست ٢٠ 20 دة ١٠ 10 هةزار و ثينج سةددوو  ٢,٥٠٠ 2,500   

 
§ All words having to do with time and instance follow the cardinal number 

immediately in the absolute state: 
 

six months شةش مانط four days ذضوار رٍِو 
 

§ The cardinal number can be followed by a classifier, which is also followed by the 
singular noun in the absolute state. 

 

Common Classifiers Examples 

For counting people نافةركةس ,  ten people دة نافةركةسة د ,  
For counting animals سةر five sheep ِنج سةر مةرثي 
For counting things دانة three books  ب )دانة(سيكتي  
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※ For counting people or animals, classifiers are used in most cases. 
※ For counting things the classifier is optional. It is okay to say without “دانة”. 

THE INDEFINITIVE STATE ( يك|يةك )  

§ The Indefinitive state of noun is equivalent to “a/an + noun” in English. 
§ -(y)ek (كي - after consonants & “يةك ,”ي“ ,”و  - after  “ة“ ,”ا” ,“و”  and “ي”) is added 

to the end of the absolute singular noun.  
§ The Indefinitive plural is formed by adding –an( ان - ) to the absolute noun. 

 

Absolute State Indefinitive Singular Indefinitive Plural 

man ثياو a man كثياوي men ثياوان 
day ذرِو a day كذيرِو days ذانرِو 
door دةرطا a door دةرطايةك doors دةرطايان 
letter نامة a letter نامةيةك letters نامان 

 

※ Vowel “ي” is added where two vowels conflict. 

 دةرطا ان دةرطايان

ودر ان درويان  

 دة ان دةيان
    

QUANTIFIERS FOR INDEFINITIVE NOUNS 

In Kurdish, some quantifiers demand that the following noun be Indefinitive. 

Indefinitive Quantifiers Examples 

a few ضةند a few men كضةند ثياوي 
every / all هةموو every day 

 

all the time 
 هةموو رِوذيك
 هةموو جاريك

What? ض What page? ض لاثةرِةيةك 
each هةر each direction 

 

every person 
 هةر لايةك
 هةر كةسيك
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NUMBER + “ان” 
 

Meaning Combination Suffix Number 

tens of دة ان دةيان 
thousands of هةزار ان هةزاران 
hundreds of سةد ان سةدان 

 

DAY + “انة” 
 

Meaning Combination Suffix Number 

daily/every day ذانةذ انة رِورِو 
weekly / every week هةفتة انة هةفتانة 

monthly / every month مانط انة مانطانة 

THE DEFINITIVE STATE (ةكة) 

§ The definitive state of noun is equivalent to “the + a noun” in English. 
§ The definitive singular is made by adding – aka (ةكة). 

o - ةكة  after consonants, ”و” and ”ي”  

o - ةك  after ”ة“ ,”ا”, ”و” and “ي”  

§ The definitive plural is made by adding – akan (ةكان). 

 

Absolute State Definitive Singular Definitive Plural 

man ثياو the man ثياوةكة the men ثياوةكان 
American ئةمةريكي the American ئةمةريكيةكة the Americans ئةمةريكيةكان 

student قوتابي the student قوتابيةكة the students قوتابيةكان 
girl كض the girl كضةكة the girls كضةكان 

door دةرطا the door دةرطاكة the doors دةرطاكان 
window رةثةنجة  the window ثةنجةرةكة the windows ثةنجةرةكان 
village دي the village كةدي the villages كاندي 
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DEMONSTRATIVES 

In Kurdish demonstratives can be expressed in two different forms. 

§ standalone pronoun  
§ adjective, which breaks into two parts and envelops a noun by attaching the first 

part before the noun and the second part to the end of the noun.  

 Pronoun Form Adjective Form 

 Singular Plural Singular Plural 

this / these ةئةم___ ئةمانة ئةمة  ئةم___انة 
that / those ئةو___انة ئةو___ة ئةوانة ئةوة 

 

Demonstrative pronouns take the place of nouns. 

Give me the red pen. قةلَةمة سوورةكةم بدةري 
Give me this. ئةمةم بدةري  

Is that your son? ئةوة كورِتة 
What are those? ئةوانة ضين؟ 

 

Demonstrative adjectives modify a noun. 

How much is this pen? ئةم قةلَةمة بةضةندة؟ 
How much is this red pen? ئةم قةلَةمة سوورة بةضةندة؟ 
How much is those pens? ئةم قةلَةمانة بةضةندن؟ 

Who is that boy? ية؟ئةو كورِة كي 
This place is nice. شة؟نة خوئةمشوي 
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PERSONAL PRONOUNS  

In Kurdish, personal pronouns have two forms:  1) Independent & 2) Enclitic (Bound) 
 

INDEPENDENT PRONOUN ( ناوي كةسيي سةربةخوجي) 

 
 Singular Plural 

1st person I:Me من 
 ئةمن

We:Us مةًئي 
 ئةمة

2nd person You(sng):You(sng) تو 
ئةتو 
 ئةتوو

You(pl):You(pl) وةًئي 
ئةنطو 

3rd person He/She/It:Him/Her/It ئةو They:Them ئةوان 

※ The words in the gray box represent local dialects, mostly Hawleri style. 
※ sng = singular, pl = plural  

TRAITS OF INDEPENDENT PRONOUN 

§ Unlike English, subjective pronouns and objective pronouns are the same.  
 

Subjective Pronouns Objective Pronouns 
I am a student. .من قوتابيم Is this for them? ئةوانة؟ ئةمة بو 

We are going to Bazzar. .ِبازار مة دةضين بوئي He loves me. .ش دةويئةو من ي خو 

§ For subjective cases, these independent pronouns are often omitted.  Especially 
when speaking, it is more common not to mention the personal pronoun subject, 
unless the subjective entity is to be emphasized. 
 

§ Even when there is no subject, the subjective suffix (=the bound pronoun) attached 
to the verb, will voice the subject of the sentence. 
 

§ Noun subject is never omitted. J 
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BOUND PRONOUN (ناوي كةسيي لكاوجي) FOR VERB CONJUGATION 

Both subjective and objective bound pronouns may take one of these two forms:  

Set I or Set II. 

 Set I Set II 

Singular Plural Singular Plural 
1st person م m ين een م m مان man 

2nd person ي\يت  eet/ee ن n ت t تان tan 

3rd person تي\ي  êt/ê ن n ي y يان Yan 

※ The correct bound pronoun set (Set I or Set II) – for both the subject and the object - 
is decided according to the following conditions:  
※ The verb’s type (transitive, intransitive or irregular)  
※ The verb’s tense (present or past)  
※ The existence of independent object (noun or independent pronoun) or pre-

verbal element.   

SUBJECTIVE BOUND PRONOUN  

In Kurdish the subject (regardless of being omitted or indicated) is always coupled with  a 
pronominal enclitic (= Subjective Bound Pronoun) at some part of the verbal 
conglomerate (e.g. the verb, any preverbal prefixes, compounding agent).  

The girl studies math. .تنيكضةكة بيركاري دةخوي 
She studies math.  .تني(ئةو) بيركاري دةخوي 

She studied math. (Past tense) .ند(ئةو) بيركاريي خوي 
They ran. (Past tense) .(ئةوان)  رِايان كرد 

OBJECTIVE BOUND PRONOUN 

Also, when the object is a pronoun, the sentence can be rewritten with its corresponding 
pronominal enclitic (= objective bound pronoun). 

He sees us. (Present Tense) 

 With Subject Without Subject 

Independent Pronoun Object .تمة دةبينيت. ئةو ئيمة دةبينيئي 
Bound Pronoun Object .تت. ئةو دةمانبينيدةمانبيني 
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They see you. (Present Tense) 

 With Subject Without Subject 

Independent Pronoun Object .دةبينن دةبينن. ئةوان تو تو 
Bound Pronoun Object .دةتبينن.  ئةوان دةتبينن 

They saw you. (Simple Past Tense) 

 With Subject Without Subject 

Independent Pronoun Object .يان بينييان بيني. ئةوان توتو 
Bound Pronoun Object .بينييانيت \ بينيتيان. ئةوان بينيتيان 

※ Details will be discussed thoroughly in later chapters.  

IZAFE 

GENERAL RULE  

THE IZAFE(= LINKING VOWEL: ي) CONSTRUCTION 

The Izafe links the two parts of a possessive construction and is equivalent to the English 

‘of.’  The Izafe is written as “ي” and added directly to the first part of the construction.   

the students of a school قوتابيةكاني  قوتابخانة 
a door of the house دةرطاي  خانووةكة 

the lessons of this book بةدةرسةكاني  ئةم كتي 

WITH ATTRIBUTIVE ADJECTIVES 

The Izafe also links adjectives and nouns.   

※ When noun-adjective constructions are enveloped by the demonstratives (e.g. ئةمانة 
on page 15) or modified by the definitive suffix (e.g. ةكة on page 14), the linking 

vowel, Izafe changes from  “ي”  to “ة”. 
 
Examples are followed in the next page.   
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a. Kurdish girl (in general, absolute form) كضي كورد 
b. Kurdish girl (in general, absolute form) كضة كورد 
c. A Kurdish girl (indefinitive) (common) كي كوردكضي 

d. A Kurdish girl (indefinitive) (rarely used) ككضة كوردي  
e. The Kurdish girl (definitive) كضة كوردةكة  

f. This Kurdish girl (demonstrative) ئةم كضة كوردة  

※ Example a & b and c & d are interchangeable respectively. 
 
 

a good hotel 
 

 (correct)نامةيةكي دريًذ a long letter (correct)هوتيليكي باش
 (wrong)نامةية دريًذيك (wrong)هوتيلة باشيك

easy lessons دةرسةكاني ئاسان(wrong) the big house خانووةكةي طةورة(wrong) 
 (correct)خانووة طةورةكة (correct)دةرسة ئاسانةكان

this easy lesson ئةم دةرسة ئاسانة these big houses ئةم خانووة طةورانة 
 

ORDINAL NUMBERS 

The ordinal numbers are as follows: 

1st 9 يةكةمth يةم17 نوth حةظدةيةم 
2nd 10 دووةمth 18 دةيةمth هةذدةيةم 
3rd يةم11 سيth 19 يازدةيةمth زدةيةمنو 
4th 12 ضوارةمth 20 دوازدةيةمth بيستةم 
5th نجةم13 ثيth 100 سيازدةيةمth سةدةمين 
6th 14 شةشةمth 1000 ضواردةيةمth هةزارةمين/هةزارةم 
7th 15 حةوتةمth ثازدةيةم   

8th 16 هةشتةمth شازدةيةم   

 

IZAFE WITH ORDINAL NUMBERS 
 

The 2nd stage (sophomore) قؤناخي دووةم 
the 10th year سالَي دةيةم 
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POSSESSIVES  

POSSESSIVE PRONOUNS 

The normal possessive pronouns are enclitics added to the noun.  

They take the following forms: 

 Singular Plural 
1st person my م our مان 
2nd person your ت your تان 
3rd person his/her/its ي their يان 

GENERAL RULE 

In general, the enclitic possessive pronouns are added to the definitive form of the noun, 
next to – aka(ةكة) or akan(ةكان) endings. 

your book بةكةتًكتي their pens قةلَةمةكانيان 
his students قوتابيةكاني our bag جانتاكةمان 

EXCEPTIONS 

Prominent exceptions to the general formation are names, parents, homes, and body parts.  
For these cases, the enclitics are added to the absolute form of the noun. 

my hand دةستم your house مالَتان 
your name ناوت my mother دايكم 
our hourse مالَمان your father  باوكت 

 

For kinship terms (besides mother and father), both definitive and absolute forms   
are possible. 

  

 Definitive Form Absolute Form 
your sister خوشكت خوشكةكةت 

my sons كورِانم كورِةكانم 
your brother برات براكةت 
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If the 1st person possessive enclitic is attached to the definitive form of certain nouns,      
it often delivers rhetorical nuance. 

  

Regular Use Rhetorical Use 
my spirit طيان م sweetie, my dear طيانةكةم 

my eye ضاوم sweetie, my dear ضاوةكةم 
my breath هةناسةم sweetie, my dear هةناسةكةم 

  my life ذيان م sweetie, my dear ذيانةكةم 
 

※ The Kurdish language is very romantic.  When you address a friend, a younger person, 
your student or someone close to you, it is preferred to use these expressioins, rather 
than call someone by one’s name.   
 

THE IZAFE CONSTRUCTION 

The possessive noun phrase can also be constructed using Izafe. 

 With Possessive Enclitic With Izafe 

my book بةكةمبي من كتيكتي 
their answers وةلاَمي ئةوان وةلاَمةكانيان 

your pen قةلَةمةكةت قةلَةمي تو 

※ The Izafe possessive construction is used to emphasize or clarify the ownership to 
whom it belongs.  In general, for speaking purposes, shortened enclitic form is 
preferred. 
 

ONE’S (هي) 

 
 Singular Plural 

1st person mine هي من ours مةًهي ئي 
2nd person yours هي تو yours وةهي ئي 
3rd person his/hers/its هي ئةو theirs هي ئةوان 

 

Is this yours? ية؟ئةمة هي تو 
This book is mine. .بة هي منةئةم كتي 

The pens are theirs. .قةلَةمةكان هي ئةوانن 
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REFLEXIVE PRONOUNS (خو) 

 
 Singular Plural 

1st person myself مخو ourselves مانخو 
2nd person yourself تخو yourselves تانخو 
3rd person himself/herself يخو themselves يانخو 

 

I’ll take a shower (I wash myself) .مم دةشومن خو 
You know it (by yourself), don’t you?  ت دةزاني, وانية؟خو تو 

Write your name 
(= the name of yourself) here! 

 ناوي خوت ليرة بنووسة!
 

ENCLITIC – ISH ( يش  \  ش  ) 

The enclitic particle – ish (  يش  \ ش  ) have the English meanings of  too / also / even.  

It is added to nouns, noun-adjective phrases and pronouns.  

When added to words ending in vowels, – ish yields its own vowel in favor of the preceding 
vowel, becoming – sh. 

§ Add يش to a noun or a pronoun that ends in a consonant. 

§ Add ش to a noun or a pronoun that ends in a vowel. 

me من me too منيش 
this book بةئةم كتي this book too بةشئةم كتي 

When added to words that have a possessive pronoun enclitic, – ish intervenes in between 
the noun and the possessive enclitic. 

your father باوكت your father too باوكيشت 
my friends ِهاورمكةي  even my friends كةشمهاورِي 

※ Note that possessive enclitics are always added at the end of the noun phrase. 

  



 

A Basic Guide to Kurdish Grammar 

23 
 

4. LINKING VERBS 
MOSTLY EQUIVALENT TO ‘TO BE’ IN ENGLISH 

The linking verbs (or the present tense copulas: ‘am, is, are’) consist of the following 
enclitics: 

 Singular Plural 

1st person (I) am م (We) are ين 

2nd person (You) are تي\ي 1) (You) are ن 

3rd person (He) is 2 ة|ية) (They) are ن 

1) The inherent (ت) shown for the 2nd person singular is characteristic of literary 
Kurdish, and seldom appears in the informal spoken language. 

 
You are smart. (زيرةك) .زيرةكي (تو)  =  .زيرةكيت (تو) 

Where are you? (لة كوي) ي؟لة كوي (تو)  =  يت؟لة كوي (تو) 
 

2) The 3rd person singular linking verb is “ة”.  However, if the complement or 

adverbial phrase has a vowel ending, such as “ا“ ,”ة” or “ َو” at the end,  

y[ee] (ي) sound is inserted to induce an easier pronunciation.  
 

This is big. (طةورة) .ئةمة طةورةية 
She is a teacher. (ستامامو) .ستايةئةو مامو 

 
3) When the 3rd person singular possessive enclitic(ي) is followed by the 3rd person 

singular ending ”ة” , a special form, “يةتي” is used. 

This is her book. (بةكةيكتي) .بكةيةتيئةمة كتي 
This is her son. ( ورِك  ئةمة كورِةكةيةتي. (

For other cases of “يةتي”, see the 3rd person singular Subjective BP of the 
Present Perfect tense on page 59 and Irregular Verbs on page 61. 
 

He had eaten. .(ئةو) خواردوويةتي 
The child is hungry. .مندالَةكة برسييةتي 
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NEGATIVE STATEMENTS 

To negate a linking verb statement, add (ني) to the linking verb. 

They are not smart. (زيرةك)  .(ئةوان)  زيرةك ني +  ن ← زيرةكنين   
He is not here. (رةلي)   .رةنيةَرة ني +  ة ← لي(ئةو)  لي   

SENTENCES WITH LINKING VERBS 

The linking verb can be combined with 1) an adjective phrase or 2) a noun phrase 
complement or 3) an adverbial phrase. 

COMPLEMENT + LINKING VERB 
 
A complement relates to the subject: it describes the subject or identifies it (says who or 
what it is).   

COMPLEMENT WITH ADJECTIVE PHRASE 
 

She(ئةو) is(ة) pretty(جوان).  .(ئةو) جوان  + ة  ←  جوانة 
She(ئةو) is(ة) not pretty(جوان).  .(ئةو) جوان + ني  + ة  ←  جوان نية 

You(تو) are(يت) brave(ئازا).  .ئازا  + يت  ←  ئازايت (تو) 
They( انئةو ) are(ن) sick(شنةخو).  .شنش  + ن  ←  نةخو(ئةوان) نةخو 

COMPLEMENT WITH NOUN PHRASE 
 

We are(ين) teachers(ستامامو). .ستاينستا  + ين  ←  مامومامو (مةئي) 
We are(ين) not teachers(ستامامو). .ستا نيينستا + ني  + ين  ←  مامومامو (مةئي) 

She is(ة) my wife(ذن).  .(ئةو) ذنم + ة ← ذنمة  

ADVERBIAL + LINKING VERB 
 

I am(م) at school(لة قوتابخانة).  .(من) لة قوتابخانة  + م  ←  لة قوتابخانةم 
I am(م) not at school(لة قوتابخانة).  .(من) لة قوتابخانة + ني  + م  ←  لة قوتابخانة نيم 
My pen is(ة) on the red table(زمي). .زة سوورةكةيةقةلةمةكةم لةسةر مي 
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SUMMARY 
 

This child is my son. .ئةم مندالَة كورِمة 
The red apple is yours.  .يةوة سوورةكة هي توسي 

Baktiyar and I are at the bazaar. .بةختيار و من لة بازارِين 
 
※ When one’s nationality is the subject matter, it is also acceptable to add “ة” to the 

ending of the Linking Verb. (Especially for speaking, this way is more preferred. J) 
 

I am Korean. .ريمريمة. = كوكو I am not Chinese. .ضيني نيمة. = ضيني نيم 
They are Japanese. .يابانينة. = يابانين We are not Kurdish. .كوردي نيينة. = كوردي نيين 

EXERCISES 
 

Red dress is pretty. (in general) جلي سوور جوانة.  
The red dress is pretty. (definitive)  جلة سوورةكة جوانة.  

The red dresses are pretty. (definitive plural) جلة سوورةكان جوانن.  
This red dress is pretty. (demonstrative) ئةم جلة سوورة جوانة.  

Your red dress is pretty. (possessive) جلةسوورةكةت جوانة.  
Red Kurdish dress is pretty. (in general) جوانة جلي كوردي سوور.  

The red Kurdish dress is pretty. (definitive) جوانة ةكةسوور جلي كوردية.  
This red Kurdish dress is pretty. (demonstrative) جوانة ةسوور ئةم جلة كوردية.  

Your red Kurdish dress is pretty. (possessive) جلة سوورة كوردييةكةت جوانة.  
This is his daughter.  تيئةوة كضية\ئةمة كضي ئةوة.  

This is my friend’s daughter.  ي منةئةمة كضي هاوري.  
This is my father’s friend’s daughter. ي باوكمةئةمة كضي هاوري.  

This pen is yours.  يةئةم قةلَةمة هي تو.  
The black, cool, fantastic pants are my sister’s.   لةئةمشكمةوهي خ جوانة رِةش و باش و ثانتو.  

We are Juniors(3rd stage students)  
at Salahaddin University.  

.دينينةحلاةي سةمي زانكويسي ئيمة قؤناخي  
Sangar and Hasan are my friends.  ري مننسةنطةر و حةسةن برادة.  

You are not visible. 
(I haven’t seen you for a long time)  ديار نييت.  
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5. QUESTIONS  
YES/NO QUESTIONS 

To make a statement into a “formal” question, simply add “ئايا” at the beginning of the 

question.  ئايا is usually used in written language, while in informal speech, raising the 

voice tone at the end is enough to make the statement a question without any change to 
the sentence structure. 

 With  ئايا (formal, written) Without  ئايا (spoken) 
Is this yours? ية؟ية؟ ئايا ئةمة هي توئةمة هي تو 

Are you an English teacher? ستاي ئينطليمامو يت؟زئايا تو ت؟تو ماموستاي ئينطليزي   
Are these flowers roses? ؟ئايا ئةم طولاَنة طولَي سوورن ؟ئةم طولاَنة طولَي سوورن   

USING QUESTION WORDS 
 

Who كي How  نضو 
Where  كوي (لة, بو)  How many / old / What time (num) ضةند 
What ض, ضي How much (price) بة ضةند 
Why ضيب و  Which one of them كاميان 

When  كةي  Which (relative pronoun)  كة  

In Kurdish, question words don’t change the word order of the sentence.  The general rule 
(subject – object/complement – verb) is applied in both questions and statements. 

Sample questions: 

Who is this boy? ية؟ئةم كورِة كي Where are you 
from? 

 تو خةلَكي كوييت؟

How are you? ن ي؟ضو ًتو Where is a pen? كوا قةلَةم؟ 
How old is he? تةمةن ي ضةندة؟ Where are you 

going? 
 تو بو كوي دةرِويت؟

How much are those? ئةوانة بة ضةندن؟ Where is the 
hospital? 

 نةخوشخانةكة لة كويية؟

How far is it from here? رة؟ضةند دوورة لة ئي What time is it? سعات ضةندة؟ 
Which one is better?  كاميان باشترة؟ What is your 

telephone number? 
ذمارةي تةلةفونةكةت 
 ضةندة؟
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6. ADJECTIVES 
COMPARATIVE AND SUPERLATIVE ADJECTIVES 

SUFFIXES ""تر"" & ترين  

The comparative & the superlative degree of the adjective are formed by suffixing “تر”and 

  .respectively ”ترين“

 Comparative Superlative 

Smart smarter Smartest 

 زيرةكترين زيرةكتر زيرةك
Beautiful more beautiful most beautiful 

 جوانترين جوانتر جوان
Easy easier Easiest 

 ئاسانترين ئاسانتر ئاسان

THAN 

The preposition of comparison is “لة”, as in the following examples. 

Today is colder than yesterday.  .ساردترة نيلة دوي ئةمرِو 
This is better than that.  .ئةمة لة ئةوة باشترة 
This is better than that.  .ئةمة لة ئةوة باشترة 

SUPERLATIVE "هةرة "  

Adding “هةرة” before an adjective is another way of making superlative expressions.  

the smartest  هةرة زيرةك  | the most active  هةرة ئازا  the bravest |  هةرة ضالاك 

Dastan is the smartest among 
the 1st graders  

 داستان قوتابي هةرة زيرةكة لة قؤناغي يةكةم.

※ ” ةهةر ” and ”ترين” can be used together to emphasize the superlative. 
 

Smartest زيرةكترين  هةرة زيرةك هةرة زيرةكترين 
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SUPERLATIVE ADJECTIVES COME BEFORE THE NOUN  

Superlative adjectives precede the nouns they modify, as in 

the most beautiful child َجوانترين مندال the coldest day ذساردترين رِو 
the smartest person هةرة زيرةكترين كةس the best things ضاكترين شتةكان 

Shaqlawa is the nicest place. .نةشةقلاَوة خؤشترين شوي the coolest thing باشترين شتةكة 

FORMATION OF NOUN, ADJECTIVE AND ADVERB 

ADJECTIVE à NOUN 

Adding “ي” at the end of the adjective makes a noun.  

Adjective Noun 

beautiful جوان beauty جواني 
intelligent زيرةك intelligence زيرةكي 

wise ذر wisdom ذيري 
true رِاست truth رِاستي 

polite ةوةدةببةئة  politeness دةبئة  
sick شنةخو sickness شينةخو 

healthy تةندروست health تةندروستي 
sour ترش pickle ترشي 
free ئازاد freedom 

 
 ئازادي

nice/good/cool شخو happiness 
 

 خوشي

It’s not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. (Matthew 9:12) 

 مروظي لةش ساغ ثيويستي بة ثزيشك نيية, بةلَكو نةخوش (مةتتا 9 : 12)

"I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me.  

(John 14:6) 

 ي منةوة نةبيلاي باوك بةهو طا و رِاستي و ذيانم.  كةس نايةت بومن رِي  

)6: 14 (يوحةننا  



 

A Basic Guide to Kurdish Grammar 

29 
 

NOUN à ADJECTIVE 

Adding the preposition, “بة”(with, by) at the beginning of the noun makes an adjective. 

Noun Adjective 

doubt طومان doubtful/ 
suspicious 

 بةطومان
liver(organ) جةرط brave بةجةرط 

power زهي strong زبةهي 
religion دين\ئايين  religious بةدين/ديندار 

fear ترس fearful بةترس 
taste تام tasty بةتام 

mercy ييةبةز   merciful بةبةزةيي 
glory شكو glorious مةند= بةشكوشكو 

respect زرِي dear زبةرِي 
 

Dolma is so delicious (tasty)!  !ر بةتامةلمة زودو 

ADJECTIVE à ADVERB 

GENERAL RULE 

Adding the preposition, “بة”(with, by) or “بي”(without) at the beginning of the adjective 

and “ي” at the end makes a noun. 

بي\ةب + adjective + ي  

 

Adjective Adverb 

sure دلَنيا surely بة دلَنياي 
suspicious بة طومان of course طومان بي 

fast (e.g. this is fast) راخي fast (e.g. runs fast) راييبةخي 
hesitant َدوودل without hesitation دوودلَي بي 

slow واشهي slowly  واشيبةهي 
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WORD ORDER 

ADJECTIVE AS A COMPLEMENT 

1) Subject – 2) Complement – 3) Linking Verb (Present Copula) 

 

The mountain is high. .شةخةكة بةرزة 
The film is very interesting. .شةر خوفليمةكة زو 

The downstairs room is dark. .تاريكة ذووري خواري 

ADJECTIVE AS A MODIFIER 

1) The modified noun precedes, 3) the modifying adjective follows and 2) the noun and 

adjective are connected by the Izafe ”ي”. 

a high mountain كي بةرزشةخي 
* a very interesting film شر خوكي زوفليمي 

delicious meal خواردني بةلةزت 

 
※ The adverb, that modifies the adjective, comes before the adjective.  (See page 32.) 
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7. PREPOSITIONS - PART I 
INTRODUCTION TO PREPOSITIONS 

WHAT IS A PREPOSITION? 
 
A preposition is a word like in, to, for and out of in English.   

Here are some of their Kurdish counterparts. 

 
English Preposition Kurdish 

prepositions 
Examples 

with/by (a method/way) بة (I travel) by car   سةيارة بة   
to (a person) بة (Talk) to me بة من 

without (something) بي without money ثارة ًبي 
to/toward (a place) بو (I went) to Bazaar ِبازار بو 

for (a reason/person) بو For what?, for you تو ضي؟ بو ًبو 
in/at (a place) لة at home, in here رةلة مالَ, لي 

HOW TO USE A PREPOSITION 

A preposition usually comes before a noun phrase. 

for two years َدوو سال بو 
with you لةطةلَ تو 

to his friend’s house كةممالَي هاورِي بو 
by my dad’s car بة سةيارةي باوكم 

A prepositional phrase can be an object or an adverbial. 

I studied Kurdish. ندكورديم خوي.  I studied Kurdish for 2 years. .نددوو سالَ كورديم خوي بو 
Come! !وةرة Come with me! !لةطةلَ من وةرة 

I give (it). دةدةم.  I give it to you. .ت دةدةمثي   
Listen! بطرة طوي Listen to this song! رانيية بطرةلةم طو طوي 
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PREPOSITION & POSTPOSITION 

Certain prepositions (especially, لة) are coupled with a postposition to envelop the 

complement together.  The preposition itself marks the beginning of the prepositional 
phrase, and the end of the complement is marked by a postpositional element. 

 Coupling 
Postposition Preposition Examples 

in, at (a place) لة دا in Kurdistan لة كوردستاندا 
in America لة ئةمريكادا 
finally تاييدالة كو 

in front of لةبةر....دا  لةبةر دا 
from (a place) لة ةوة from afar لةدوورةوة 

because of لةبةر ةوة because of that لةبةرئةوة 
for the sake of  لةبةرخاتري for you لةبةرخاتري تو 

ADVERBIAL PHRASES 

In Kurdish, most adverbs and adverbial phrases are added after the subject.  

Subject – Adverb – Verb 

Subject – Adverb – Object/Complement – Verb 

※ Notable exceptions are the adverbs of direction (to/for/towards somewhere), which 
usually come after the verb.      

 

ADVERB OF TIME/FREQUENCY  
 

I’ll come. مدي.  I’ll come tomorrow. .ممن بةياني دةرِو 
I’ll leave. مدةرِو.  I’ll leave at 3 o’clock. .مدةرٍِو من سعات سي 

 
More examples: 

in the afternoon رِثاش نيوةًو  at night شةو late نطدرة  
evening وارةًئي early زوو yesterday نيدوي 

next year كيديكة سالًَي  last year ثار two yrs ago رارثي 
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ADVERB OF MANNER  
 

Go!  برِو!  Go fast! !ًرايي برِوبة خي 
Speak!  بلَي!  Speak slowly! !م بلَيواشي ثيبة هي   

 
More examples: 

slowly واشيبة هي quickly/fast راييبة خي  with them لةطةلَ ئةوان 
by foot بة ثي ** nicely باش with them لةطةلَيان 
by car بة سةيارة at once بة يةك جار ** in a pretty way جوان 

** Some adjectives behave like adverbs as well.   

ADVERB OF PLACE 
 

I’m going. دةضم I’m going to Halabja. .هةلَةبجة من دةضم بو 
I came back.  طةرِامةوة I came back from school. .طةرِامةوة لة قوتابخانة   

I came. هاتم I came from afar. .من لةدوورةوة هاتم 
 
More examples: 

on (a thing) ..دالةسةر.  from behind لةثشت...ةوة to (a place) .... بو 
under ر...دالةذي behind لةثشت...دا in (a place) .... لة 

besides لة ثالَ...دا below خوارةوة from (a place) لة .... ةوة 
 

Common expressions and Kurdish idioms with preposition will be covered in Chapter 12. 
Preposition – Part II.  
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8. VERB TYPES  
INTRANSITIVE & TRANSITIVE 

INTRANSITIVE   كاري تينةثةرِ 

An intransitive verb is a verb that cannot take an object, although it may have an 
adverbial/prepositional phrase along with it. 
 

I understand very well.  (من) رش تيَ دةطةم.بازو  
I’ll come back early tomorrow.  (من) مةوة. زووبةيانيدةطةرِي  

I live in Hawler. ر دةذيم(من) لة هةولي.  

TRANSITIVE   كاري تيثةرِ 

A transitive verb is a verb that takes an object. 
 

I study Kurdish. نم(من) كوردي دةخوي.  
I don’t have(eat) dinner.  (من)موارة ناخوناني ئي.  

He sees you. )(ت)) ئةودةبيني تو.  
 

SIMPLE, COMPLEX, COMPOUND 

Both intransitive and transitive verbs can be grouped under one of the following:  

1) simple 2) complex 3) compound 

Here, the number of meaningful words in a verb decides its classification. 

SIMPLE VERBS كاري سادة 

A simple verb is a one-word verb.  

Intransitive Transitive 

to arrive طةيشتن to do كردن 
to go, to leave يشتنرِو to wash شوشتن 

to come هاتن to take, to hold بردن 
to die مردن to eat دنخوار  
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COMPLEX VERBS   كاري دارذاو 

A complex verb takes two forms: 

§ A prefix (no-meaning) + a simple verb. 
§ A simple verb + a suffix ) ةوة(   

Intransitive 

Suffix Simple verb Prefix Complex Verb 

 طةيشتن -
to arrive 

 تيَ طةيشتن تيَ
to understand 

 ةوة
again 

 طةرِان
to explore,  
to search 

 طةرِانةوة -
to return 

 سان -
to obtain 

 هةلًَسان هةلَ
to get up, wake up 

 

Transitive 

Suffix Simple verb Prefix Complex Verb 

 خستن -
to drop 

 دا خستن دا
to close 

 ةوة
again 

 بردن
to take 

 بردنةوة -
to win, overcome 

 بذاردن -
to compensate 

بذاردنهةلًَ هةلَ  
to elect, choose 

COMPOUND VERB  كدراوكاري لي   

Compound verb is a verb with more than two meaningful words.  

Intransitive 

Suffix Simple verb Pre-Word Compound Verb 
 بوون -

to be, become 
 برسي

a. hungry 
 برسي بوون

to become hungry 
 هاتن -

to come 
وخة  

n. sleep 
 خةو هاتن

to become sleepy 
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Transitive 

Suffix Simple verb Pre-Word Compound Verb 

 ةوة
again 

 كردن
to do, make 

 ثاك
a. clean 

 ثاك كردنةوة
v. clean 

 دان -
to give 

 دةست
n. hand 

 دةست ليَ دان
v. touch 

SUMMARY 

 Intransitive Transitive 

Simple بوون : to become 

 to go : ضوون

 to leave : رِويشتن

وتنةخ  : to sleep 

 to wake up : هةستان

 to come : هاتن

نمرد  : to die 
 

 to do, work: كردن

 to eat : خواردن

 to wash : شوشتن

 to take : بردن

 to see : بينين

 to know : زانين

 to bring : هيًنان
 

Complex ةطةرِانةو  : to return 

 to stay : مانةوة

 to sit : دا نيشتن

 to stand : رِا وةستان

  to understand : تيًَ طةيشتن

 to open : كردنةوة

 to close : دا خستن

 to hold : هةلَ طرتن

  to reveal : دةر خستن

Compound تينوو بوون : to become thirsty 

 to become hungry : برسي بوون

 to feel cold : سةرما بوون

 

 to ask : ثرسيار كردن

 to learn : فير بوون

 to remind : بير خستنةوة
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9. TENSES 
FINDING STEM & ROOT FOR VERB CONJUGATION 

All Kurdish verbs end with “ن”. 

§ Past root, which is the base for past tense conjugation, is formed by  
dropping the “ن”. 

§ Present stem, which is the base for present tense conjugation, is normally  
formed by dropping the “ن” and the second last letter of the verb.   
However, there are many irregular cases as well. 

vt. = transitive verb 
vi. = intransitive verb 

Verb 
(Infinitive) 

Past Stem Present Stem 

By the rule to see (vt) 

to fall (vi) 

to pull (vt) 

to grab, hold (vt) 

to wake up (vi) 

to laugh (vi) 

to die (vi) 

to buy (vt) 

to sell (vt) 

 بينين
 كةوتن
 رِا كيشان
 طرتن

ناتسلَهة  
 ثي كةنين
 مردن
 كرِين
 فروشتن

 بيني
ةوتك  

 رِا كيشا
 طرت

اتس هةلَ  
 ثي كةني
 مرد 
 كرِي
 فروشت

 بين
 كةو
 رِا كيش
 طر

تس هةلَ  
 ثي كةن
 مر
 كرِ
 فروش

[a] stem to do (vt) 

to drop (vt) 

vi. to reach 

to buy (vt) 

to sell (vt) 

 كردن
 خستن
 طةيشتن
 دان
 بردن

 كرد
 خست
 طةيشت
 دا
 برد

 كة
 خة
 طة
 دة
 بة

[o] stem to wash (vt) 

to eat (vt) 

to go, leave (vi) 

 شوشتن
 خواردن
 رِويشتن

 شوشت
 خوارد
 رِويشت

ًشو 
خو 
رِو 

[e] stem to send (vt) 

to know (vt) 

to stay (vi) 

burn (vi) 

to return (vi) 

 ناردن
 ناساندن
 مانةوة
 سووتان
 طةرِانةوة

 نارد
 ناساند
 ما_ةوة
 سووتا
 طةرِا_ةوة

 نيًر
 ناسيًن
ةمين_ةو  

 سووتيًَ
 طةرِي_ةوة

Irregular to come (vi) 

to say (vt) 

 هاتن
 طوتن

 هات
 طوت

ي 
ًلَي 
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to go (vi) 

to be, become (vi) 

to kill (vt)  

to rely on (vt) 

 ضوون
 بوون
 كوشتن
 ثشت ثي بةستن

 ضوو
 بوو
 كوشت
 ثشت ثي بةست

 ض
 ب
 كوذ
 ثشت ثي بةست

PRESENT & FUTURE  

USE OF PRESENT TENSE 

In Kurdish, the simple present (e.g. I go), the present continuous (e.g. I’m going) and the 
future (e.g. I will go) tense are all expressed in the same manner.  

Normally, the future sense is gained from context or by time expressions. 

I leave now. .مستا دةرِو(من) ئي 
I’ll leave tomorrow. .مدةرٍٍِو (من) سبةيني 

FORMATION OF PRESENT TENSE 

SIMPLE VERBS 

The present tense of the simple verb is formed from the present stem with a prefixed 
modal marker (دة), and the following suffixed subjective endings (bound pronouns). 

        * All formation rules should be read from right to left. 

Formation Rule [Subjective BP][Present Stem]دة 

to eat (خواردن) (ئةو)  دة + خو + ات ; (He eats)  

※ The modal prefix, دة dá- is used in most Kurdish dialects and is also the standard.   

However, the modal prefix in Sulemani dialect is ئة á-.  
 

Are you leaving? (Standard & Hawleri) يت؟دةرِو تو 
Are you leaving? (Sulemani) يت؟ئةرِو تو 

 

 
Today, I’m going to bazaar. .ِبازار (من) دةضم بو ,ئةمرِو 

Are you going to wash your hands, now? يت؟دةستت دةشو (تو)  ,ستائي 
We’ll come back. .ينةوةدةطةرِي (مةئي) 
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SUBJECTIVE BOUND PRONOUNS FOR PRESENT TENSE 
 

In the present tense, the Bound Pronouns Set I (page 17) is used for both intransitive 
and transitive verb conjugations. 

 Intransitive Verb Transitive Verb 

 Singular Plural Singular Plural 

1st person ين م ين م 
2nd person يت\ي يت\ي ن   ن 
3rd person ي\تي تي\ي ن    ن  

※ Note that the inherent (t:ت)  shown for 2nd- and 3rd-person singular is characteristic of 
literary Kurdish and seldom appears in the informal spoken language.  The (ت) is 

recovered, however, when any enclitic or suffix(e.g. “ةوة”) is added to the verb.  

  When written When spoken (informal) 
Intransitive You go / You’ll go. .دةضي دةضيت.  

Transitive He writes / He’ll write. .تدةنووسي دةنووسي.  
With Suffix He rewrites / He’ll rewrite. .تةوةدةنووسي 

Please note, for verbs with stems ending in a vowel[-ة, -و, -ي], the 3rd person singular 

bound pronouns slightly change.  

A-STEM (-ة) 

Common A-Stem Verbs: 

ن (كة)كرد (طة)طةيشتن   دان (دة)ثي  خستن (خة) بردن (بة)   
to do, work to reach, arrive to take to drop, throw to give 

 
Infinitive Form نكرد دانثي  خستن   
Present Stem ةك دةثي  خة   

 Singular Plural Singular Plural Singular Plural 

1st person دةخةين دةخةم دةكةين دةكةم  دةمدةثي   دةدةينثي  
2nd person ت(يدةكة( )ت(يدةخة دةكةن  )ت(يدةدة ثي دةخةن   دةدةن ثي  
3rd person (ت)دةدا(ت) دةخةن دةخا(ت) دةكةن دةكا ثي دةدةن ثي  

※ Any complex or compound verbs with A-Stem verbs also behave as above. 
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O-STEM (-و) 

Common O-Stem Verbs: 

(رِو)رِويشتن   (شو) شوشتن (خو) خواردن 
to leave to wash to eat 

 
Infinitive Form يشتنخواردن شوشتن رِو 
Present Stem رِو شو خو 

 Singular Plural Singular Plural Singular Plural 

1st person مًين دةرٍِوم دةرِوًين دةشوم دةشوًين دةخودةخو 
2nd person ت(يدةرٍِو( )ت(يدةشو دةرِون  )ت(يدةخو دةشون   دةخون 
3rd person (ت)ن دةرٍِواشوا(ت) دةرِون دةن دةخوا(ت) دةشودةخو 

 
Ali is going to wash his face. .علي دةم وضاوي  دةشوات 

Danielle eats yogurt everyday. .ك ماست  دةخواتذيدانيالَ هةموو رِو 

E-STEM (-ي)  

Common E-Stem Verbs:  Verbs with “ان” ending often have E-Stems. 

 سووتان
(سووتيَ)   

 طةرِان 
(طةرِي) 

مانةوة   
)ة(ميًن..ةو  

 شكاندن 
 (شكين)

 ضيشت ليَ نان 
نيَ)ضيشت ليَ (  

to burn to travel to stay to break to cook 
 

Infinitive 
Form شت ليَ نان مانةوة طةرِانضي 

Present 
Stem 

ن...ةوة طةرِيشت ليَ نيَ ميضي 

 Singular Plural Singular Plural Singular Plural 

1st person مين دةطةرِينمةوة دةطةرٍِيًنينةوة دةميًم دةميًشت ليًَ دةنيين ضيًشت ليًَ دةنيضي 
2nd person ت(يدةطةرِي( تةوةيدةميَن دةطةرٍِين  )ت(ليَ دةنيي ضيشت دةميَننةوة   ضيشت ليَ دةنين 
3rd person (ت)ن دةطةرٍِيتةوة دةطةرٍِينيميننةوة دةميت دةشت ليَ دةنين ضيشت ليَ دةنيضي 

 
When is Hewa coming back from Malaysia? يسيا؟تةوة لة ماليهيوا كةي دةطةرِي 

Rezan doesn’t cook on Friday. .تشت ليَ  نانيزان هةيني ضيرِي   
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IRREGULAR VERBS  

The following are prominent irregular verbs.   

Infinitive 
Form 

 (to kill) كوشتن (to say) طوتن (to come) هاتن

Present Stem ي كوذ لَي 
 Singular Plural Singular Plural Singular Plural 

1st person مين ديم ديدةلَي يندةلَي  دةكوذين دةكوذم 
2nd person ت(يدي(  دةكوذن دةكوذي(ت) دةلَين دةلَيي(ت) دين 
3rd person (ت)ين دي(ت) دن دةلَي(ت) دةلَيندةكوذ دةكوذي  

COMPLEX VERB & COMPOUND VERBS 

For complex or compound verbs:  

1) The first part of the verb (either prefix or pre-word) gets separated from the rest 
of the verb.  

2) The modal marker (دة) is attached before the second part of the present stem.   
3) The subjective bound pronoun goes to the end of the present stem.  

Formation Rule [Subjective BP][Present Stem]دة  [Prefix/Pre-Word]  

to run ( كردن رِا   (I run, I’m running) ;  رِا    دة + كة + م (

※ Formation rules should be read from right to left. 

If the complex or compound verb has the – awa(ةوة) suffix, the awa(ةوة) is affixed  

behind the personal endings. 
Formation Rule ةوة+[Subjective BP][Present Stem]دة  [Prefix/Pre-Word]  

v. to remember 
 ( ةوتنةوةك بير  ) 

  (I remember) ; بير   دة + كةو + م + ةوة

※ Formation rules should be read from right to left. 

NEGATIVE STATEMENTS 

To negate a present tense statement, change the modal prefix (دة) to ( ان ). 

 Infinitive Affirmative Negative 
Intransitive  ضوون (to go) من ناضم من دةضم 

Transitive نووسين (to write) نائةو  ئةو دةنووسينووسي  
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SUMMARY 

Simple Verbs ( خواردن , ضوون ): 

Intransitive I’ll go (to school). قوتابخانة( مض(من) دة بو( .  
Transitive We are eating (breakfast).  (مةًئي))ين؟ )ناني بةيانيدةخو  

Complex or Compound Verbs ( كردن  , دا  نيشتن  ثاك  كردنةوة , دةست  ثي ): 

Intransitive I’ll sit (here).  (من))رةًدةنيشم.  دا  )لي  
Transitive I’ll start it (tomorrow). (من) )دةست  )بةياني  دةكةم  ثي.  

With ةوة Suffix I clean (the room).   (من))دةكةمةوة  ثاك ) ذوورةكة.  

TRANSITIVE VERB WITH OBJECT  

NOUN OBJECT 

NO PREPOSITION 

In Kurdish the word order is Subject – Object – Verb.  Following the rule, the noun object 
comes after the subject (if exists) and before the verb. 

I see(يننين) Ashty. .(من) ئاشتي  دةبينم 
He makes(دروست كردن) a nice desk.  .كي باش  دروست  دةكازي(ئةو) مي 

Danielle studies(ندنخوي) Kurdish.  .نيدانيالَ كوردي  دةخوي 

WITH PREPOSITION 

If the verb conglomerate includes a preposition, the noun object comes after the 
preposition. 

I listen to ) طوي ليَ طرتن(   music.  .سيقا  دةطرملة مو  (من) طوي 
She start with ) دةست ثي كردن(  the work.  .(ئةو) دةست  بة كارةكة  دةكا 

  



 

A Basic Guide to Kurdish Grammar 

43 
 

PRONOUN OBJECT 

NO PREPOSITION 

The pronoun object can be indicated in two different forms:  

1) The Independent Pronoun form (e.g. ,من,  تو  ةمئي )  

2) The Bound Pronoun form (e.g. مان  م,  ,ت ). 

1) The Independent Pronoun Object behaves the same as the noun object.  

Formation Rule [Subjective BP][Present Stem]دة   Independent Object 

to see  (بينين) تئاشتي  ئةوان  دة + بين + ي ; (Ashty sees them)  

2) The Bound Pronoun Object is inserted in between the modal prefix(دة)  and the 

present stem of the verb.  
 

※ In the present tense, Bound Pronouns Set II (page 17; same as the 
possessive pronouns) is used for their objective suffixes. 
 
 

 Objective Bound Pronoun 

 Singular Plural 

1st person مان م 
2nd person تان ت 
3rd person يان ي 

 
 

Formation Rule [Subjective BP][Present Stem][BP Object] دة      
v. to see (بينين) تئاشتي  دةيان + بين + ي ; (Ashty sees them)  

SUMMARY 
 

Noun Object I see(يننين) Ashty. .(من)  ئاشتي  دةبينم 
Independent Pronoun Object I see(يننين) her. .(من)  ئةو  دةبينم 

Bound Pronoun Object I see(يننين) her. .(من)  دةيبينم 
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 v. see again   بينينةوة 

 Independent Pronoun Object Bound Pronoun Object 

 Singular Plural Singular Plural 

1st person من دةبينيتةوة 
You’ll see me again. 

 ئيمة دةبينيتةوة
You’ll see us again. 

 تو دةمبينيتةوة
You’ll see me again. 

 تو دةمانبينيتةوة
You’ll see us again. 

2nd person دةبي ًنمةوةتو  
I’ll see you again. 

 ئيوة دةبينمةوة
I’ll see you again. 

 من دةتبينمةوة
I’ll see you again. 

 دةتانبينمةوة
I’ll see you again. 

3rd person ئةو دةبينمةوة 
I’ll see him again. 

ئةوان دةبينمةوة   
I’ll see them again. 

دةيبينمةوة   
I’ll see him again. 

ةدةيانبينمةو  
I’ll see them again. 

   

WITH PREPOSITION 

When the object is a pronoun, the preposition + pronoun combination can be written 
and said in two different ways as shown below:  

 Prep. + Independent Pronoun 
 

Prep. + Bound Pronoun 

وبة ئة   ثي 
 Singular Plural Singular Plural 

1st person مة بة منم بة ئيمان ثيثي 
2nd person ًوة بة توت بة ئيتان ثيثي 
3rd person بة ئةوان بة ئةو يثي  ثييان 

 
 Prep. + Independent Pronoun 

 
Prep. + Bound Pronoun 

 ليَ لة ئةو 
 Singular Plural Singular Plural 

1st person مة لة منم لة ئيمان ليلي 
2nd person ًوة لة توت لة ئيتان ليلي 
3rd person ي لة ئةوان لة ئةويان ليلي 

When prepositions are combined with bound pronouns, they change their forms: 

o  بة (ba) becomes َلي (pe) 

o دة (da) becomes َتي (te) 

o لة (la) becomes َلي (le) 
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The bound pronouns may either be 1) pre-posed, i.e. added to the word preceding the 
preposition if there is any such word, or 2) postposed, i.e. added to the preposition itself if 
there is no preceding word. 

※ Subjective Bound Pronoun = Subjective BP,  Objective Pronoun = Objective BP 
 

I listen to (ليَ طرتن طوي) them.  .يان   ليَ   دةطرم(من)  طوي 
You start with(كردن دةست ثي) them. .دةكات   (ئةو) دةستيان   ثي 

I tell(طوتن ثي) you. .مت   دةلَي(من) ثي 

ONLY ONE PRONOUN OBJECT FOR SIMPLE VERB 

A. Independent Pronoun Object (IP Object) 

[Subjective BP][Present Stem]دة  [IP Object]+[Prep.] 

B. Bound Pronoun Object (BP Object)  

[Subjective BP][Present Stem] دة    [BP Object]+[Prep.]  
 

I say(بة ... طوتن) to you(تو).  .مدةلَي  (من)  بة تو 

I say(طوتن ثي) to you(ت). .مت  دةلَي(من)  ثي 

ONLY ONE PRONOUN OBJECT FOR COMPLEX/COMPOUND VERB 

C. Independent Pronoun Object (IP Object) 

[Subjective BP][Present Stem]دة   IP Object+[Prep].   [Compounding Agent] 

D. Bound Pronoun Object (BP Object)  

[Subjective BP][Present Stem] دة    [Prep.]   [BP][Compounding Agent] 

 

I listen(  طرتن لة...طوي ) to you(تو).  .دةطرم  ًلة تو  (من)  طوي 
I listen(ليَ طرتن طوي) to you(ت).  .ت   ليَ  دةطرم(من)  طوي 
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THERE ARE TWO OBJECTS: DIRECT OBJECTS & INDIRECT OBJECTS 

E. independent pronoun indirect object (IP Object)  

[Subjective BP][Present Stem]دة [IP Object]+[Prep.]  (Compounding Agent) [Direct Object] 

F. bound pronoun indirect object (BP Object)  

[Subjective BP][Present Stem] دة   [Prep.] (Compounding Agent)   [BP][Direct Object] 

 

I give(بة... دان) the books to you(تو).  .دةدةم بةكان بة تو(من) كتي 
I give( دان ثي ) the books to you(ت).  .دةدةم بةكانت  ثي(من) كتي 

 

I bring(نانهي) you(تو) water.  .نمدةهي تو (من) ئاو بو 
I bring(نانهي) you(ت) water.  .نمدةهي (من) ئاوت  بو 
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SUMMARY 

§ The subjective bound pronoun is fixed at the end of the verb stem.  

§ Only the objective bound pronoun changes its position depending on the form of 

the verb conglomerate. 

o If there is a direct object of the noun or independent pronoun, the 2nd 
pronominal object (in this case, it is always the indirect object) goes right 
behind the Direct Object in a bound pronoun form. 

With Direct Object With Objective BP Without Objective BP 
Simple Verb 

   I give )ثي دان(  you the flower. 
 طولَةكة بة تو دةدةم. طولَةكةت ثي دةدةم.

Complex Verb  
I choose )هةلَ بذاردن(  the book for you. 

كتيبةكةت بو هةلَ 
ذيرم.بدة  

كتيبةكة بو تو  هةلَ 
ذيرم.بدة  

Compound Verb 
I clean )ثاك كردنةوة(   the house for them. 

خانووةكةيان بو ثاك 
.ةوةدةكةم  

خانووةكة  بو ئةوان  ثاك 
.ةوةدةكةم  

o If there is no direct object of the noun or independent pronoun, but the verb 
conglomerate includes preverbal prefixes or compounding agents, the 
pre-word behaves like the direct object of the verb and the objective 
bound pronoun goes behind the pre-word. 

Without Direct Object With Objective BP Without Objective BP 
Simple Verb 

   I say )ثي طوتن(  to you. 
 بة تو دةلَيم. ثيت دةلَيم.

Complex Verb 
I stop )رِا طرتن(  them. 

 ئةوان رِا دةطرم. رِايان دةطرم.

Compound Verb  
I walk )ثياسة كردي(  with you. 

 لةطةلَ تو ثياسة دةكةم. ثياسةت لةطةلَ دةكةم.

o If there is no direct object and no preposition, no preverbal prefix or 
compounding agent whatsoever, the objective bound pronoun goes in 

between the present modal prefix ( دة ,نا ) and the verb stem.  

Without Direct Object 
 With Objective BP Without Objective BP 

Simple Verb 
   I see )بينين(  them. 

.ئةوان دةبينم دةيانبينم.  

Complex Verb 
I don’t know )ناسين(   him. 

.نايناسم .ناناسم ئةو   
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PRESENT TENSE REVIEW USING DAILY ROUTINE EXPRESSIONS 
 

He wakes up. ئةو لة خةو هةلَدةستي.  
He gets out of his bed. طةي ن ئةوتة دةرةوةولة جيوستنةكةي دي.  

He goes downstairs. دةرِواتة قاتي ئةو(وم) خوارةوة.  
He goes jogging. هةروةلَة كردن ئةو ت بودةضي.  

He comes back from jogging. تةوةلة هةروةلَ ئةوة كردن دةطةرٍِي.  
He picks up the mail. تةوة ئةونامةكةي هةلًَدةطري.  

He takes a shower. ي دةشوات ئةوخو.  
He gets dressed. ت ئةورِيي دةطوخو.  

He has breakfast. ناني بةياني دةخوات ئةو.  
He leaves home. ت ئةولة مالَ دةر دةضي.  

He buys a newspaper. ت ئةوذنامةيةك دةكرِيًرٍِو.  
He listens to music. ت ئةوسيقا دةطريلة مو طوي.  

He catches the train. شةمةندةفةرةكة دةطاتة ئةو.  
He reads the newspaper. تةوة ئةونيذنامة دةخويرٍِو.  

He starts work. دةست بة كار دةكات ئةو.  
He drinks some coffee. دةخواتةوة قاوة ئةو.  

He has lunch.  دةخوات ئةو ناني نيوةرِو.  
He finishes work. ت ئةوًلةكار تةواو دةبي.  

He meets his friends. ت ضاوي ئةوكاني دةكةويبة هاورِي.  
He plays squash. ياري سكواش دةكات ئةو.  

He has dinner. وارة دةخوات ئةوناني ئي.  
He watches television. ن دةكاتسة ئةويري تةلةفزيو.  

He goes to bed. تة سةر ئةوطا دةضيجي.  
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IMPERATIVES (COMMANDS)  

FORMATION OF IMPERATIVES 

The subject of an imperative sentence is always “  تو ” or ” ئيوة   ” because it’s a command.  

This is usually not explicitly stated. 

(You) Come! !وةرة (تو) 

(You guys) Eat! )وةن) ئيبخو!  

WITHOUT OBJECT 

The imperative is formed from the present stem with the prefix (ب), and with a suffixed 

subjective ending, ”ة” or ”ن”.   
§ If the imperative’s subject is singular (تو), add ”ة” at the end. 

§ If the imperative’s subject is plural ( ئيوة(  , add ”ن” at the end. 

Singular Subject (تو) ة+[Present Stem]+ب 

Plural Subject (وةئي) ن+[Present Stem]+ب 

 
 Regular A-STEM O-STEM E-STEM Irregular 

Infinitive 
Form 

 طرتن
to catch 

نكرد  
to do, work 

 خواردن
to eat 

 طةرِان
to travel 

 هاتن
to come 

Present Stem ةك طر  خو طةرِي َي 

Singular Subject 
 (تو) 

 بطرة
(You) hold! 

 بكة
(You) do! 

بخو 
(You) eat! 

بطةرِي 
(You) travel! 

 وةرة
(You) come! 

Note By the rule  ’ة  is dropped! ة is dropped! ة is dropped! No rule! 

Plural Subject 
 (ئيوة)

 وةرن بطةرِين بخون بكةن بطرن

TRANSITIVE VERBS WITH OBJECT 

All the object position rules are the same as the present verb case.  
 

Independent Object ة\ن +[Present Stem]ب   [Object] 
With Pre-Word & Objective Bound Pronoun  

(Preposition, Compounding Agents, etc.)  ة\ن +[Present Stem]ب [BP][Pre-Word] 

No Pre-Word & Objective Bound Pronoun ة\ن +[Present Stem][BP] ب   
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Eat (خواردن) خو 
(You) eat! بخو 

(You) eat Dolma! لمة بخودو 
(You) eat it! بيخو ًئةو بخو 

 

 Study (ندنخوي) نخوي 
(You) study! نةيبخو 

(You) study Kurdish! نةكوردي بخوي 
(You) study it! نةبيخوي ينةًة بخوئةو   

 

Say (طوتن) لَي 
(You) say! بلًَي  

(You) say to me! بة من  بلَي م بلَيثي 
(You) say it to me مةئةو  ثي  بلَي  

 

Listen ( نطوي طرت  طوي طر (
(You) listen! بطرةطو ي  

(You) listen to me! لة من  بطرة  طوي 
(You) listen to me!  مبطرة  ليَ   طوي  

 

NEGATIVE IMPERATIVE 

To negate the imperative command: 

§ Drop (ب) from the imperative. 

§ Add (مة) to the present stem. 
 
 

Don’t eat Dolma! لمةدو  مةخو!  
Don’t speak to me! َمةكة  قسةم لةطةل!  

Don’t come tomorrow! ةية!بةياني   م  
Don’t be angry! !توورة مةبة 
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PAST TENSE 

USE OF PAST TENSE 

Four different kinds of Past Tense exist in the Kurdish Language.  

§ Simple Past (e.g. ‘I came.’, ’I ate dinner.’, ‘I studied Kurdish.’ etc.) 

 

§ Past Continuous/Habitual (e.g. ‘I was eating dinner.’, ‘I was studying.’ etc.) 

o In Kurdish, certain verbs indicating someone’s likeness or hope are 

commonly expressed with the Past Continuous tense, rather than the Simple 

Past tense. (See “How to use the subjunctive” on page 80. ) 

 

§ Present Perfect (e.g. I have come.) 

o For general purposes, the Present Perfect tense of Kurdish is equivalent to 

the English Present Perfect. 

o When an event started in the past and is still active: 

  (.We have been seated here) ئيمة ليرة دا نيشتووين §

o When we talk about something that happened in the past, but we don't 

specify precisely when it happened (perhaps we don't know, or it is not 

important to say when it happened): 

؟نانت خواردووة §  (Have you eaten?) 

ووةئةو هات §  (He has come.) 

 

§ Past Perfect (e.g. I had come.) 

o The Past Perfect tense of Kurdish is equivalent to the English Past Perfect 

and mostly used for subjuctive expressions.  

كاتيَ دايكم هات  وومبمن رِويشت §  (I have left when mom came.) 
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FORMATION OF SIMPLE PAST 

LINKING VERBS 

The simple past tense of linking verbs is formed by adding the Subjective Bound 

Pronoun (modified SET I on page 17) to “بوو”.  

 Singular Plural 
1st person (I) was مبوو  (We) were ينبوو  
2nd person (You) were تبووي\يبوو  (You) were نبوو  
3rd person (He) was بوو (They) were نبوو  

※ Note that there is no subjective bound pronoun for the 3rd person singular subject. 

HOW TO USE   
 

[Subjective BP]بوو  [Complement] 

 

ADJECTIVE PHRASE COMPLEMENT 

She was(بوو) pretty.  بوو ئةو جوان بووجوان  +   ←    ئةو 

NOUN PHRASE COMPLEMENT 

We were( ينبوو ) teachers.  سينبوو اتمامو ينبووماموستا  +   ←   ئيمة 

ADVERBIAL + LINKING VERB 

I was( مبوو ) at school.  بووم لة قوتابخانة بووم+   لة قوتابخانة ←   من 

INTRANSITIVE VERBS 

The simple past tense of intransitive verbs is formed by adding subjective bound pronoun 
suffixes to the past stem of the verb. 

[Subjective BP][Past Root] 

SUBJECTIVE BOUND PRONOUNS 

In the case of intransitive verbs, the Bound Pronoun Set I variation (page 17) is used 
for the appropriate subjective suffixes. 
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 Subjective Bound Pronouns 
For Intransitive Verbs 

 Singular Plural 

1st person ين م 
2nd person يت\ي  ن 
3rd person None ن 

※ Note that there is no subjective bound pronoun for the 3rd person singular subject, 
while other subjective bound pronouns remain the same as in the present tense. 
 

You left early. .يشتيتزوو رِو 
I sat there.  .دا  نيشتم  من   لةوي  

We understood.  
 

  ئيمة تيَ  طةيشتين.

※ The verb “to understand” is transitive in English, but in Kurdish, it means “to reach to”, 
which gives a sense of “to be understood”, and functions as an intransitive. J 

TRANSITIVE VERBS 
 
SUBJECTIVE BOUND PRONOUNS AND OBJECTIVE BOUND PRONOUNS 

In the past tense,  

§ The Bound Pronoun Set II (page 17) is used for their subjective suffixes. 
§ The Bound Pronoun Set I (page 17) is used for their objective suffixes. 

 
 Subjective BP  

For Transitive Verbs 
Objective BP 

For Transitive Verbs 
 Singular Plural Singular Plural 

1st person انم م  ين م 
2nd person ن يت تان ت 
3rd person اني ي  None ن 

※ Bound Pronouns (both subjective and objective) are emphasized with bold below. 

NO OBJECT 

The simple past tense of transitive verbs is also formed by adding subjective bound 
pronoun suffixes to the past stem of the verb. 

[Subjective BP][Past Root] 
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NO OBJECT, BUT WITH PREPOSITION 

[Past Root]    [Subjective BP][Preposition] 

COMPLEX OR COMPOUND VERBS 

1) Without Objective Bound Pronoun 

[Past Root]    [Prep.]    [Subjective BP][Pre-Word] 

 
2) With Objective Bound Pronoun 

[Objective BP][Past Root]  [Prep.]  [Subjective BP][Pre-Word] 

 

WITH INDEPENDENT OBJECT (NOUN OR INDEPENDENT PRONOUN)  

1)  Without Objective Bound Pronoun 

[Past Root]   [Pre-Word]   [Prep.]   [Subjective BP][Object] 

2)  Without Objective Bound Pronoun 

[Objective BP][Past Root]    [Pre-Word]    [Prep.]    [Subjective BP][Object] 

 

Examples: 

 With Objective BP Without Objective BP 
I ate those. .ئةوان م  خوارد. (من) خواردمن 
I saw you.  .م  بيني. (من)  بينيتمتو 
I told you.  .م   طوتيتم  طوت. (من) ثيبة تو 

He gave you the book.  .دايت بةكةي  ثيدا.  كتي  بةكةي  بة توكتي 
They bought the flower for you. .نايتهي نا.  طولَةكةيان  بوهي  تو ًطولَةكةيان  بو 

I missed them. .بيري ئةوان م كرد. بيرم   كردن 
She cooked dolma for them. .دروست كردن لمةي   بوئةوان  دروست كرد. دو  لمةي   بودو   
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FORMATION OF SIMPLE PAST NEGATIVE 

To negate a past simple sentence, add  the past negative prefix ” نة  ” to the verb ending. 

※ Note that the present negative prefix is ” ".نا   

LINKING VERBS 

Change the past ending(بوو) to ( بووةن ).  

She wasn’t(نةبوو) pretty. .(ئةو) جوان نةبوو  
We weren’t(نةبووين) teachers.  .ستا نةبووينمامو (مةئي)   

I wasn’t(نةبووم) at school. .(من) لة قوتابخانة نةبووم   

INTRANSITIVE VERBS 

1) Simple Verb  

[Subjective BP][Past Root] نة   

2) Complex/Compound Verb  

[Subjective BP][Past Root] نة      [Pre-Word] 

 

You didn’t leave early.  يشتيتنةزوورِو  
I didn’t sit there.   دا م  نيشتم نة ن   لةوي  

We didn’t understand.  َمة تيطةيشتيننة  ئي  

TRANSITIVE VERBS 

The Subjective Bound Pronoun moves from the end of the verb to behind the negative 

prefix ( ةن ).  If there is any preceding word besides the verb itself, the subjective 

suffix(Subjective BP) goes behind the preceding word(e.g. object, preposition, etc.).  

1) Simple Verb 

A. No Object 

[Past Root][Subjective BP]نة 
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B. No Object, With Preposition  

[Past Root] نة    [Subjective BP][Preposition] 

C. With Noun Object 

[Past Root] نة   [(Prep.)]  [Subjective BP][Object] 

2) Complex/Compound Verb 

A. No Object 

[Past Root] نة    [Subjective BP][Pre-Word/Preposition] 

B. With Noun Object 

[Past Root] نة   [Pre-Word/Preposition]  [Subjective BP][Object] 

 
 

 With Objective BP Without Objective BP 
I didn’t eat those. .ئةوانةم نةخوارد. (من) نةم خواردن 

I didn’t see you. .م نة بيني. (من)   نةمبينيتتو 
I didn’t tell you. .م   نةطوتيتم نة طوت. (من) ثيبة تو 

He didn’t give you the book.  .نةدايت  بةكةي ثينة دا.  كتي بةكةي  بة توكتي 
They didn’t bring the flower for you. .نايتنةهي  نا.  طولَةكةيان بونةهي  تو ًطولَةكةيان  بو 

I didn’t miss them. .بيري ئةوان م نةكرد. بيرم   نةكردن 
She didn’t cook dolma for them. .لمةي بؤ ليَ  نةناندؤلَمةي بؤ ئةوان ليَ نةنا. دو 

 

FORMATION OF PAST COUNTINUOUS/HABITUAL 

Add the present modal prefix ”دة” to the simple past form.  
 

※ Note that the past continuous tense is similar to the negative simple past form, 

except that the verb prefix is not ”نة” but ”دة”. 
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INTRANSITIVE VERBS 
 

You were leaving early.  يشتةدزوويترِو  
I was sitting there.   دا م  نيشتمةدن   لةوي  

TRANSITIVE VERBS 
 

 With Objective BP Without Objective BP 

I was eating those. .ئةوانم  دةخوارد. (من) دةم خواردن 
I was seeing you. .م دة بيني. (من)   دةمبينيتتو 
I was telling you. .م   دةطوتيتم دة طوت. (من) ثيبة تو 

I was missing them. .بيري ئةوانم  دةكرد. بيرم  دةكردن 

PAST CONTINUOUS - NEGATIVE 

To negate the past continuous statement, add ”نة” in front of the past continuous. 

INTRANSITIVE VERBS 
 

You weren’t leaving early. يشتيتدةنة  زوورِو  
I wasn’t sitting there.   دام نيشتمدةنة   ن   لةوي  

 

TRANSITIVE VERBS 
 
If there is no object or any kind of pre-verb precedents, the subjective bound pronoun 

comes after ” نة  ”.   

 

 With Objective BP Without Objective BP 

I wasn’t eating those. .ئةوانم  نةدةخوارد. (من) نةمدةخواردن 
I wasn’t seeing you. .م نةدة بيني. (من)   نةمدةبينييتتو 
I wasn’t telling you. .م   نةدةطوتيتم نةدة طوت. (من) ثيبة تو 

I wasn’t missing them. .بيري ئةوانم نةدةكرد. بيرم   نةدةكردن 
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FORMATION OF PRESENT PERFECT 

The present perfect tense is used for an action that started in the past and continues to 
the present time. 

How to make the Present Perfect Root: 
§ Add “وو” to the Past Root of the verb. 

a. If the Past root ends in a consonant, add “وو”.  

b. If the past root ends in a vowel, add “و”. 

c. If the past root ends in وو, don’t add anything.  

LINKING VERBS 
 

[Present Copula]+(ة) بوو    [Complement] 

※ For Present Coupula, see page 17 (Chapter 4. The Linking Verb).   
 

You have become pretty. جوان (ًتو) ةيتووب.  
I have been sick.   )ش ) نمةوومب  نةخو.  

He has been grown (been big).   (ئةو)  طةورة  بووة.  
They haven’t been in Hawler.  ر  نةبوونةئةوان  لة هةولي.  

※ In the Present Perfect tense of the linking verb and intransitive verbs, the 
additional “ة” after the Present Copula doesn’t appear all the time.  

INTRANSITIVE VERBS 

The Present Perfect tense of intransitive verbs is formed from the the Present Perfect Root 
plus the Present Copulas. 

Simple Verb (ة)+ [Present Copula][Present Perfect Root] 

Complex/Compound Verb  (ة)+ [Present Copula][Present Perfect Root]  [Pre-Word] 
 

You have left early. يشتة(يتووزوو رِو(.  
I have seated here.   رة دا نيشتووممة(ن   لي(.  

They haven’t understood.   ة(ئةوان  تيَ  نةطةيشتوون(.  
She has come. ئةو هاتووة.  

1) We have been stayed in Hawler. .ر  ماوينةوةمة لة هةوليئي 
2) He has been stayed. .ئةو ماوةتةوة 
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  .suffix always comes at the last position of the verb ”ةوة“ (1

 .vowels  conflict ”ة“ is inserted where two ”ت“ (2
 

※ Some actions continuing in the present time also use the present perfect tense. 
 

He is sitting. .ئةو دا نيشتووة He is lying down. .ئةو ثالَ كةتووة 
He is standing. .ئةو وةستاوة He is sleeping. .ئةو خةوتووة 

TRANSITIVE VERBS 

1) Simple Verb 
a. No Object, No Preposition 

 [Present Perfect Root][Past Tense Subjective BP]+ة

b. No Object, With Preposition 

 [.Prep][Past Tense Subjective BP]   [Present Perfect Root]+ة

c. With Noun Object 

 [Object][Subjective BP]  [.Prep]  [Present Perfect Root]+ة
 

2) Complex/Compound Verb 
a. No Object 

 [Pre-Word][Subjective BP]   [Present Perfect Root]+ة

b. With Object 

 [Object][Subjective BP]  [Pre-Word]  [Present Perfect Root]+ة

 

 With Objective BP Without Objective BP 
I have eaten (it). .نان م  خواردووة. (من) خواردوومة 

* He has eaten (it). .نان ي خواردووة. (ئةو) خواردوويةتي 
I haven’t seen you. .م نة بينيووة. (من)   نةمبينيوويتةتو 

I have told you. .م   طوتوويت م طوتووة. (من) ثيبة تو 
He hasn’t opened the door for you. .نةكردوويتةوة نةكردووةتةوة.  دةرطاكةي بو تو دةرطاكةي  بو 

He hasn’t miss them. .بيري ئةوان ي   نةكردووة. بيري   نةكردوونة 

※ The Subjective BP of ئةو for the transitive verbs in the Present Perfect  is “يةتي”. 
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FORMATION OF PAST PERFECT 

The Past Perfect tense is used for an action that started and finished in the past. 

In general, the Past Perfect tense is used for complex sentences, that consist of two 
different past tenses, or for the subjunctive past tense: 

To form the past perfect tense of a verb: 

§ Add “ وبو ” to the past root of the verb to make the past perfect root. 

INTRANSITIVE VERBS 
 

Simple Verb [Subjective BP][Past Perfect Root] 

Complex/Compound Verb [Subjective BP][Past Perfect Root]  [Pre-Word] 
 

You had left early. .يشتبوويتزوو رِو 
I had seated here.  .رة  دا  نيشتبووممن   لي  

They hadn’t understood.  .ئةوان  تيَ  نةطةيشتبوون  
 1)She had come. .ئةو هاتبوو 

2) We had been stayed. .مة مابووينةوةئي 
3)He had been stayed. .ئةو مابوويةوة 

1) There is no subjective bound pronoun for the 3rd person singular subject (e.g. ئةو) 
in this case.  

  .suffix always comes at the last position of the verb ”ةوة“ (2

 .conflict  (”ة“ & ”و“)is inserted where two vowels ”ي“ (3

TRANSITIVE VERBS 
 

 With Objective BP Without Objective BP 
I had eaten (it). .نان م  خواردبوو. (من) خواردبووم 

He had eaten (it). .نان ي خواردبوو. (ئةو) خواردبوو 
I hadn’t seen you. .م نة بينيبوو. (من)   نةمبينيبوويتتو 

I had told you. .م   طوتبوويت م طوتبوو. (من) ثيبة تو 
He hadn’t opened the door for you. .نةكردبوويتةوة نةكردبووةوة.  دةرطاكةي بو تو دةرطاكةي  بو 

He hadn’t miss them. .بيري ئةوان ي   نةكردبوو. بيري  نةكردبوون 
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10. IRREGULAR VERBS  
There are several irregular verbs in Kurdish, whose conjugations follow neither the 
intransitive rules nor the transitive rules. 

 هةبوون

There is no verb in Kurdish equivalent to the English verb ‘to have.’  Kurdish expresses 
possession through the following formula: 

Present Tense 

Without Object, Affirmative ة+[Possessive Pronoun]هة 

Without Object, Negative ة+[Possessive Pronoun]ني 
With Object, Affirmative  هةية  [Possessive Pronoun][Object] 

With Object, Negative يةني   [Possessive Pronoun][Object] 
 

Past Tense 
 

Without Object, Affirmative بوو+[Possessive Pronoun]هة 

Without Object, Negative بوو+[Possessive Pronoun]نة 
With Object, Affirmative  هةبوو  [Possessive Pronoun][Object] 

With Object, Negative نةبوو  [Possessive Pronoun][Object] 
 

 هةبوون
  I We  He 

No 
Object 

Present affirm. هةمة I have (it) هةيةتي هةمانة 
neg. نيمة I don't have (it) نيةتي نيمانة 

Past affirm. هةم بوو I had (it) هةي بوو هةمان بوو 
neg. نةم بوو I didn't have (it) هةي نةبوو نةمان بوو 

With 
Object 

Present affirm. كاتم هةية I have time كاتي هةية كاتمان هةية 
neg. كاتم نية I don't have time كاتي نية كاتمان نية 

Past affirm. كاتم هةبوو I had time كاتي هةبوو كاتمان هةبوو 
neg. كاتم نةبوو I didn't have time كاتي نةبوو كاتمان نةبوو 
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Other irregular verbs whose conjugations are similar to “هةبوون”: 

“ بوونطةرما  ”, “ بوونساردما  ”, “ بوونبرسي  ”, “ بوونتينوو  ”, “ ونبولة بير  ”, etc. 

※ Mostly, these verbs are related with one’s feeling or possession. 

 طةرما بوون
Pres. طةرمامة I feel hot طةرمامانة We feel hot طةرمايةتي He feels hot 

 I don't feel طةرمام نية
hot طةرمامان نية We don't feel hot ي نييةطةرما He doesn't feel hot 

Past طةرمامبوو I felt hot طةرمامان بوو We felt hot طةرماي بوو He felt hot 

 I didn't feel طةرمام نةبوو
hot طةرمامان نةبوو We didn't feel hot طةرماي نةبوو He didn't feel hot 

 سةرما بوون
Pres سةرمامة I'm cold سةرمامانة We are cold سةرمايةتي He is cold 

 He isn't cold ي نييةسةرما We aren't cold سةرمامان نية I'm not cold نيةسةرمام 

Past سةرمام بوو I was cold سةرمامان بوو We were cold سةرماي بوو He was cold 

 He wasn’t cold سةرماي نةبوو We weren't cold سةرمامان نةبوو I wasn't cold سةرمام نةبوو

 برسي بوون
Pres يمةبرس I'm hungry برسيمانة We are hungry برسييةتي He is hungry 

 He isn't hungry برسيي نيية We aren’t hungry برسيمان نية I'm not hungry برسيم نية

Past برسيم بوو I was hungry برسيمان بوو We were hungry برسيي بوو He was hungry 

 He wasn't hungry برسيي نةبوو We weren’t hungry يمان نةبووبرس I wasn't hungry برسيم نةبوو

 تينوو بوون
Pres تينوومة I'm thirsty تينوومانة We are thirsty تينوويةتي He is thirsty 

 He isn't thirsty ي نييةتينوو We aren't thirsty تينوومان نية I'm not thirsty تينووم نية

Past تينووم بوو I was thirsty تينوومان بوو We were thirsty تينووي بوو He was thirsty 

 He wasn't thirsty تينووي نةبوو We weren't thirsty تينوومان نةبوو I wasn't thirsty تينووم نةبوو

 لةبير بوون
Present لةبيرمة I remember (it) لةبيرمانة We لةبيريية He 

 He لةبيري نية We لة بيرمان نية I don't remember (it) لةبيرم نية 

Past لةبيرم بوو I remembered (it) لةبيرمان بوو We لةبيري بوو He 

 He لةبيري نةبوو We لةبيرمان نةبوو I didn't remember (it) لةبيرم نةبوو

Present 
With 

Object 

 He يرةئةوةي لةب We ئةوةمان لةبيرة I remember that ئةوةم لةبيرة

 He ئةوةي لةبير نية We نيةلةبيرئةوةمان  I don't remember that ئةوةم لةبير نية

Past 
No 

Object 

 He ئةوةي لةبير بوو We ئةوةمان لةبير بوو I remembered that ئةوةم لةبير بوو

 He بووئةوةي لةبير نة We ئةوةمان لةبير نةبوو I didn't remember that ئةوةم لةبير نةبوو
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 لةبير ضوون
Present  لةبيرم دةضي I forget (it)  لةبيرمان دةضي We  لةبيري دةضي He 

 لةبيرم ناضي I don't forget (it)  لةبيرمان ناضي We  لةبيري ناضي He 

Past لةبيرم ضوو I forgot (it) لةبيرمان ضوو We لةبيري ضوو He 

 He لةبيري نةضوو We لةبيرمان نةضوو I didn't forget (it) لةبيرم نةضوو

Present 
With 

Object 

ئةوةم لةبير دةضي I forget that ئةوةمان لةبير دةضي We ئةوةي لةبير دةضي He 

ئةوةم لةبير ناضي I don't forget that ئةوةمان لةبير ناضي We ئةوةي لةبير ناضي He 

Past 
No 

Object 

 He ئةوةي لةبير ضوو We ئةوةمان لةبير ضوو I forgot that ئةوةم لةبير ضوو

 He ئةوةي لةبير نةضوو We ئةوةمان لةبير نةضوو I didn't forget that ئةوةم لةبير نةضوو

(LIKE) ,خوش بوون ثي(THINK) ,وا بوون ثي(BE HAPPY)ش بووندلَ خو  
 

Present شةم خوثي I like (it) مان وايةثي We شي خوةثي He 

 He ثيي خوش نية We يةنثيمان وا I don't like (it) ثيم خوش نية

Past ش بووم خوَثي I liked (it) مان وا بووثي We ش بووي خوثي He 

 He ثيي خوش نةبوو We ثيمان وا نةبوو I didn't like (it) ثيم خوش نةبوو

Present شةخودلَم ثي I'm happy شةدلَمان ثخوي We شةخودلَي ثي He 

 He دلَي ثيخوش نية We دلَمان ثيخوش نية I'm not happy دلَم ثيخوش نية

Past ش بووخودلَم ثي I was happy ش بووخودلَمان ثي We ش بووخودلَي ثي He 

 He وودلَي ثيخوش نةب We دلَمان ثيخوش نةبوو I wasn't happy دلَم ثيخوش نةبوو

 

(LIKE) حةز ليَ بوون  
 

Present يةحةزم لي I like (it) يةحةزمان لي We ةي ليَ يزحة He 

 He حةزي ليَ نية We حةزمان ليَ نية I don't like (it) حةزم ليَ نية

Past حةزم ليَ بوو I liked (it) حةزمان ليَ بوو We حةزي ليَ بوو He 

 He حةزي  ليَ نةبوو We حةزمان ليَ نةبوو I didn't like (it) حةزم ليَ نةبوو

Present  وحةزمةلةسي I like apple حةزمان لةبرنجة We بةحةزي لةكتي He 

 He حةزي لةكتيب نية We حةزمان لةبرنج نية “ I don’t like حةزم لةسيو نية

Past و بووًحةزم لةسي I liked apple حةزمان لةبرنج بوو We ب بووحةزي لةكتي He 

 He حةزي لةكتيب نةبوو We حةزمان لةبرنج نةبوو “ I didn’t like حةزم لةسيًو نةبوو

 



 

A Basic Guide to Kurdish Grammar 

64 
 

(WANT)ويستن 
 
Present دةمةوي I want (it) دةمانةوي We دةيةوي He 

 نامةوي I don't want (it)  نامانةوي We  نايةوي He 

Past دةمويست I wanted (it) دةمانويست We يويستدة He 

 He نةيويست We نةمانويست I didn't want (it) نةمويست

Present م دةويتو I want you مان دةويتو We ي دةويتو He 

م ناويتو I don't want you مان ناويتو We ي ناويتو He 

Past م دةويستتو I wanted you مان دةويستتو We ي دةويستتو He 

 He توي نةويست We تومان نةويست I didn't want you يستتوم نةو

(LOVE)ش ويستنخو  
Present شم دةويخو I love (it) شمان دةويخو We شي دةويخو He 

شم ناويخو I don't love (it) شمان ناويخو We شي ناويخو He 

Past شم دةويستخو I loved (it) شمان دةويستخو We شيدةويست خو He 

 He خوشي نةويست We ويستنا خوشمان I didn't love (it) خوشم نةويست

Present ش دةويئةوم خو I love him ش دةويئةومان خو We ش دةويمني خو He 

 He ويامني خوش ن We ويائةومان خوش ن I don't love him ويخوش نا ئةوم

Past ش دةويستئةوم خو I loved him  شئةومان خو
 دةويست

We ش دةويستمني خو He 

ئةومان خوش  I didn't love him ويستخوش نا ئةوم
 نةويست

We ش نةويستمني خو He 

 

(NEED) ويستن ثي 
Present ويستمةهةية\ثي I need (it) ويستمانةثي We ويستييةتيثي He 

 He نيةثيي ثيويستي  We يةنثيي ثيويستمان  I don't need ثيويستم نية

Past ويستم بووثي  
 هةبووثيي ثيويستم 

I needed  ويستمان بووثي  
 هةبوو ثيي ثيويستمان

We ويستي بووثي He 

 He ثيويستي نةبوو We لةبيرمان نةبوو I didn't need ثيويستم نةبوو

Present يةويستم بة توثي I need you يةويستمان بة توثي We يةويستي بة توثي He 

 He ثيويستي بة تو نية We ثيويستمان بة تونية  I don't need ثيويستم بة تو نية

Past بوو ويستم بة توثي I needed you بوو ويستمان بة توثي We بوو ويستي بة توثي He 

 He ثيويستي بة تو نةبوو We ثيويستمان بة تو نةبوو I didn't need ثيويستم بة تو نةبوو
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SPECIAL COMPOUND VERBS 

There are some compound verbs which can embed their objects in their verb 

conglomerate using the Izafe(linking vowel), “ي”.  

a. You(’ll) learn Kurdish. .ر دةبيتكوردي في تو 
b. You(’ll) learn Kurdish.  .ري كوردي دةبيتفي تو   

c. I(’ll) teach you English. .رت دةكةممن ئينطليزي في 
d. I(’ll) teach you English. .ري ئينطليزيت دةكةمفي تو 

e. I watch TV. .ن دةكةمتةماشاي تةلةفزيو 
f. I visit my relative. .سةرداني خزم دةكةم 

※ a & b have the same meaning.  
※ c & d have the same meaning. 

※ The object of the verbs, “ كردن تةماشا ”(to watch) and “سةردان كردن”(to visit) is always 

linked by “ي”.  
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11. PASSIVES 
When an action is completed by someone or something other than the subject of the 
sentence, the sentence is considered “passive.”   

Active statement 
He bought the book ِبةكةي كريئةو كتي  

Passive statement 
The book was bought ِبةكة  كراكتي  

※ Note that the passive statement cannot take an object and the passive verb’s 
conjugation always follows the intransitive rules.  

FORMATION 

The present passive stem is constructed from the Present Stem of transitive verb + “ري”.   

[Subjective BP]ري+[Present Stem]دة 

The past passive stem is constructed from Present Stem of transitive verb + “را”.   

[Subjective BP] ار +[Present Stem] 

 

 ناردن 
to send 

 هينان
to bring 

 بينين
to see 

Present & 
Future 

 

 ئيوة دةبينرين طولَةكة دةهينري تو دةنيررييت
You’ll be sent The flower(‘ll be) is 

brought 
You’ll be seen 

ررين ئةمة نانانينريين ئةوان دةهيمة دةبينريئي 
This’ll not be sent They are going to be 

brought 
We’ll be seen 

Past Simple رراَبةكة نيًنرا كتيبةكة هيًبةكة بينرا كتيًكتي 
The book was sent The book was brought The book was seen 

 من بينرام ئةوان هينران من نيررام
I was sent They were brought I was seen 

Present Perfect رراوًني يتتو  تو بينراويت تو هينراويت 
You have been sent You have been brought You have been seen 

Past Perfect ررا بووينمة نينرا بووم ئيئةو بينرا بوو من هي 
We had been sent I had been brought He had been seen 
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IRREGULAR PASSIVES 

VERBS WITH “دن” ENDING 

As observed above(page 66), both the Present Passive and the Past Passive are normally 
constructed from the Present Stem of the verb, but it is acceptable to use the Past Root 
instead of the present stem.  

Sometimes, the Past Root is even preferred to the present stem, especially when the 
verb base (of the infinitive form) ends with “دن”.   

Both present and past passive statements can be constructed from the Past Root.   

 (to choose, elect) هةلَ بذاردن (to study) خويندن 
 Using 

 Present Stem 
Using  

Past Root 
Using 

 Present Stem 
Using  

Past Root 
Present 

Tense 
نريكوردي دةخوي ندريئةو  كوردي دةخويرريهةلَدةبذي  ئةو هةلَدةبذاردري 

Kurdish is 
studied 

Kurdish is 
studied 

He is elected He is elected 

Past 
Tense 

ةلَبذاردرائةو ه ئةو هةلَبذيررا  كوردي خويندرا كوردي خوينرا  
Kurdish was 

studied 
Kurdish was 

studied 
He was elected He was elected 

Also, if the verb’s Present Stem ends with the letter “ن”, an extra “د” consonant is added 

to the present stem to induce a more comfortable pronunciation. 

Present Past 

يت تودةبينري  تو بيندرايت تو بينرايت تو دةبيندرييت 
You(‘ll) be seen You(‘ll) be seen You were seen You were seen 

COMMON IRREGULARS 

Although the passive voice is regularly and predictably formed from the vast majority of 
verbs, these common verbs have irregularly formed passives: 

A-STEM VERBS 
 
 Present Passive Past Passive 

to do كردن It is done دةكري They were done كران 
to reach طةيشتن It is reached ًدةطري They were reached طران 
to give دان It is given ًدةدري They were given دران 
to drop خستن It is dropped دةخري They were dropped خران 
to take بردن It is taken دةبري They were taken بران 
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O-STEM VERBS 
 
 Present Passive Past Passive 

to wash شوشتن It is washed دةشوري They were washed شوران 
to eat خواردن It is eaten ًدةخوري They were eaten خوران 

OTHER IRREGULARS 
 
 Present Passive Past Passive 

to hold,  
to seize 

 طيران They were held دةطيريIt is held  طرتن

to say طوتن It is said دةطوتري They were said طوتران 
 

These stories will be printed. .نكانة ضاث دةكريئةم ضيرو 
This story was written 2 yrs ago.  .ستا نووسراش ئيكة 2 سالَ ثيئةم ضيرو  

The car will be washed. .سةيارةكة دةشوري 
The key is stolen. .كليلةكة دةدزري 

The book was read. .ندرايةوةبةكة خويكتي 

FACTITIVE VERBS 

The factitive infinitive is formed from the present stem of an intransitive verb +”اندن”.  
The present stem of all such verbs ends with “ني”. 

Intransitive Verb Present Stem Factitive Verb Present Stem 

خيرِو رِوخان خاندنرِو  خينرِو   
to be destroyed  to destroy  

 مرين مراندن مر مردن
to die  to make someone die, kill  

 طةيين طةياندن طة طةيشتن
to reach  to make reach, deliver  

 تيَ طةيين تيَ طةياندن تيَ طة تيَ طةيشتن
to understand  to make someone understand  

 

I could make him 
understand somehow. 

 دةمتواني بة جوريك تيي بطةيينم كة كةس ليمان تينةطا.

I’m going to demolish the 
house and build a new one.  

 خانووةكة دةرِوخينم و يةكيكي نوي دروست دةكةم.
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12 PREPOSITIONS – PART II 

Note that in most cases the preposition, ”لة“ is coupled with its corresponding (“ةوة” ,”دا”, 

etc) postposition. 
 

Time كات 
At 4 o’clock لة سةعات ضوار دا 
At 4:35 نج دةقيقة دالة سةعات ضوار و ضل و ثي 
At midnight لة نيوة شةو دا 
At lunchtime دا لة كاتي نان خواردني نيوةرِو 
At the same time لة هةمان كات دا 
On April 21st لة 21ي نيسان دا 
On Monday ذي دووشةممة دالة رِو 
On Nawroz Day ز داذي نةورولة رِو  
On Friday afternoon ذي هةيني داوارةي رِولة ئي 
In 2010 لة سالَي2010 دا 
In summer لة هاوين دا 
In the 17th Century لة سةدةي حةظدةم دا 
In the Middle Ages لة سةدةكاني ناوةراست دا 
In the morning لة كاتي بةياني دا 
In the evening لة كاتي شةو دا 
It’s quarter to ten 10 بو سةعات ضارةكي دةوي 
I’ll see you next Monday. ذي دووشةممةي داهاتوو دةتبينممن رِو 
They traveled last March. ئةوان لة مانطي ئاداري رابردوو سةفةريان كرد 
People go for picnics during spring سةيران لة ماوةي بةهاردا خةلَكي دةضن بو 
During the 1980’s لة ماوةي سالَةكاني هةشتا دا 
Aso traveled twice during this week دوو جار سةفةري كرد لة ماوةي ئةم هةفتةية دا ئاسو 
We lived in NY from 2003 to 2007 رك ذيايينمة لة سالَي 2003وة تا 2007  لة شاري نيويوئي 
Wait until tomorrow ضاوةرِوان بة تا سبةيني 
Nothing happened until 4 o’clock تا سةعات 4 هيض رووي نةدا 
Don’t open this box until I come back مةوةئةو سندوقة مةكةرةوة تاكو من دةطةرِي 
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Place نشوي 
At the airport كةخانة دالة فرو 
At the end of the street تايي شةقامةكة دالة كو 
At home لة مالَةوة 
At the hospital شخانة دالة نةخو 
At a conference ك دانفرانسيلة كو 
On the wall لةسةر ديوارةكةدا 
On the floor لةسةر زةوي ذوورةكةدا 
In a room ك دالة ناو ذووري 
In London لة ناو شاري لةندةن دا 
In a garden لة ناو باخضةيةك دا 
In a town ضكةيةك دالة ناو شارو 
In a park ك داًلة ناو ثاركي 
In a street ك دالة ناو شةقامي 
In a photo نةيةك دالة ناو وي 
In a mirror نة دالة ناو ئاوي 
In the water لة ناو ئاو دا 
In the sea لة ناو دةريا دا 
In the sky لة ئاسمان دا 
In the newspaper ذنامة دالة ناو رِو 
In the mountains لة ناو ضياكان دا 
In my mouth لة ناو دةمي من دا 
Between Ashty and Huda وان ئاشتي و هودا دالة ني 
Between winter and spring وان وةرزي زستان و وةرزي هاوين دالة ني 
Among the trees وان درةختةكان دا يةًئةم خانووة لة ني 
Among the chairs وان كورسيةكاندا يةزةكة لة نيمي 
He traveled from Hawler to Suli. مانيسلي رةوة سةفةري كرد بوئةو لة هةولي 
I’m from Kurdistan من لة كوردستانةوة هاتووم 

 (من خةلَكي كوردستانم)
He goes to school قوتابخانة ت بوئةو دةضي 
Turn to the left please لاي ضةث ًوة بوتكاية بسورِِي 
The house by the river خانووةكةي نزيك رِووبارةكة 
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Way, Method ي, بةبة هو 
It’s a letter from my friend ئةوة نامةيةكة لة برادةرةكةمةوة 
I borrowed a book from the library بخانةكة خواستكم لة كتيبيمن كتي 
An increase of 10% 10 زيادةيةك بة لةسةدا 
5 km east from(of) Hawler رةوةمةتر لة رِوذهةلاَتي هةولي5 كيلو 
 He came by car  ل هاتمبيتوئةو بة ئو 
 A poem by Hemin, the poet مني شاعيرك لة نوسيني هيهةلَبةستي 
 We see through the glass مة لة ناو شوشة دا شت دةبينينئي 
 The train is going through the tunnel لَةكةدا دةرِواتشةمةندةفةرةكة بة ناو توني 
 The water flows into the tank     
 through this pipe 

 ئاوةكة بة ناو ئةم بوريةوة  دةرذيتة ناو تانكييكةوة

POSITION PREPOSITIONS 

 

She is looking out of the window. .ئةو لة ثةنجةرةكةوة سةير دةكات 
She is walking across the countryard. .ذايي حةوشةكة ثياسة دةكاتئةو بةدري 

He is throwing some paper into the trash can.  دةداتة ناو تةنةكةي كاغةز فري ئةو هةندي
 خولَةكةوة.

He is throwing some paper onto the ground. .دةداتة سةر زةويةكة كاغةز فري ئةو هةندي 
She is going to the library. .بخانةكةكتي ت بوئةو دةضي 

He is coming back from the library. .تةوةبخانةكة دةطةرِيئةو لة كتي 
The paper is falling off the table. .تة خوارةوةزةكة دةكةويكاغةزةكة لةسةر مي 

She is walking away from the notice board. .تةوةئةو بة ثياسة لة نيشانةكة دوور دةكةوي 
She is walking towards the notice board. .ئةو بةرة و لاي نيشانةكة دةرِوات 

She is walking up the stairs. .تئةو بة قادرمةكاندا سةر دةكةوي 
The flowers are growing along the wall. .ذايي ديوارةكة طةشة دةكةنطولَةكان بة دي 

He is walking down the steps. .تة خوارةوةئةو بة قادرمةكاندا دي 
He is looking over the balcony. .تنةكةوة دةرِوانيئةو بةسةر بالَكو 
Th bush is outside the window. .دةوةنةكة لة دةرةوةي ثةنجةرةكةداية 

The ribbon is around the basket. .لةكة بة دةوري سةبةتةكةدايةقردي 
The cassettes are inside the drawer. .تةكان لة ناو ضةكمةجةكةدانكاسي 

He stands against the table. .زةكةوةيةبةكة بةتةنيشت ميكتي 
The mug cup is underneath the table. .زةكةدايةر ميكوثةكة لة ذي 

The table is near the fireplace. .زةكة لة نزيك ئاطردانةكةدانمي 
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The dried flowers are in the room. .طولَة وشكةكان لة ناو ذوورةكةدان 
The clock is between the desks. .زةكاندايةوان ميسةعاتةكة لةني 

The candle is on the desk. .زةكةيةمةكان لةسةر ميمو 
The picture is over the desk. .زةكةوةيةنةكة لةسةرووي ميوي 

The plant is on the top of the bookcase. .لاَبةكةيةرِوةكةكة لةسةر دو 
The plate is in the middle of the bookcase. .لاَبةكةدايةقاثةكة لة ناوةراستي دو 

The books are at the bottom of the 
bookcase. .لاَبةكةدانبةكان لة خوارةوةي دوكتي 

The plates are above the books. .بةكانةوةنقاثةكان بةسةرووي كتي 
The cups are below the teapot. .ريةكةدانر قوكوثةكان لةذي 

The teapot is beside/next to the plate. .ريةكة لة تةنيشت قاثةكةوةيةقو 
The magazines are in fron of the television. .نةكةدانظارةكان لة بةردةم تةلةظزيوطو 

The magazines are behind the television. .نةكةدانظارةكان لة ثشتةوةي تةلةظزيوطو 

More Idioms: 

Danielle is afraid of dogs. .دانيالَ لة سةط دةترسي 
I don’t agree with you.  .هاورِا نيم لةطةلَ تو 

Azad was angry with Jwan. .ئازاد لة جوان تورِة بوو 
I feel anxious about this journey. .نيطةرانم لة ئةم طةشتة 

Azad apologizes to Jwan. .ئازاد داواي ليَ بوردن لة جوان دةكات 
She applied for the job. .ئيشةكة شكةش كرد بوداواكاريةكي ثي 

He is ashamed of himself. .ي شةرمةزارةئةو لة خو  
You asked for help. .داواي  يارمةتيت كرد 

I’m busy with studying. .ندنمًمن خةريكي بة خوي 
I bought the book for $10.  بةكةم  بة10$ كرِيمن كتي 
We are close to winning. .مة نزيكين لة سةركةوتنئي 

He compares this with that.  .ئةو بةراوردي ئةمة دةكات لةطةلَ ئةوة 
A competes with B  َململانيَ دةكات لةطةل 

Jwan complains about.. ... جوان طازةندة دةكات لة 
Azad congratulates for.. ... نةيزيايي دةكات بةبوئازاد ثيرو 

This house consists of 5 rooms. .تك دينج ذوور ثيئةم خانووة لة ثي 
This market is crowded with people. .ر خةلكئةم دوكانة قةرةبالَغة بة زو 
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She cuts the tomato with the knife. .تةماتة دةبري ئةو كضة بة ضةقو 
He died of diabetes. .ي شةكرةوة دةمريبة هو 

This is different from mine. .ئةمة جياوازة لة هي من 
She has doubts about the project. .ذةكةئةو كضة بة كومانة لة ثرو 

He dreams of his mom. .ئةو كورٍِة خةو بة دايكي دةبيني 
She wears (dresses in) Kurdish 

costume. 
 ئةو كضة جلي كوردي لةبةر دةكات.

This room is enough for us. .مةئي ئةم ذوورة بةسة بو 
My house is full of guests. .خانووةكةم ثرِة لة ميوان 

We hope for a good life. .مة هيواي ذياني باش دةخوازينئي 
Karwan is very kind to Ashty. .ر باشة لةطةلَ ئاشتيكاروان دلَي زو 
Ashty is good at mathematics. .ئاشتي باشة لة بيركاري 

She is jealous of her friend’s dress.  .كةي دةباتئةو كضة بةغيلي بة جلي هاوري 
We are grateful for your serving. .مة مةمنوونين لة خزمةتي توئي 

Wait for them. .ضاوةروني ئةوان بكة 
We are surprised at the news. .مة سةرسورماوين لة هةوالَةكةئي 

He is tired of his job. .يزارة لة ئيشةكةي خوئةو كورِة بي 

OTHER POSTFIXES 

DIRECTIONAL NOUNS IN “ ي” OR “ةوة” 

Certain nouns become quasi-adverbial directional with the addition of “ي” or “ةوة”. 

* “ي” is more common in Hawler and “ةوة” is more common in Sulemaniya. 

* If the noun ends in a vowel, no “ي” or “ةوة” is followed.   

Noun Adverb 
home َمال home(ward) مالَةوة مالَي 
room  ذوور into room ذوورةوة ذووري 

out دةر outward دةرةوة دةري 
market ِبازار to market بازارِةوةلة بازارِي  
school بخانةقوتا  to school قوتابخانة 
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POSTPOSED VERBAL COMPLEMENTS 

For motion verbs(e.g. to go, to come, to leave), verbal complements can come after the 

verbs and are linked by the linking vowel, ” ة\ةي ”. 

 
Using بو Using linking vowel ة 

I’m going home مالَةوة دةضم بو دةضمة مالَي 
 دةضمة مالَةوة

I’m going to school قوتابخانة دةضمة قوتابخانة دةضم بو 

※ The linking vowel occurs for all persons in all tenses.  

※ The “ت” inherent in the 2nd or 3rd person singular is always recovered before the 

“ ة\ية ”. 

 
 Present  Past 

I’m going home. .دةضمة مالَي I came out. .هاتمة دةرةوة 
You’re going home. .دةضيتة مالَي You came out. .هاتيتة دةرةوة 

He’s going home. .تة مالَيدةضي He came out. ةوةهاتة دةر.  
We’re going home. .دةضينة مالَي We came out. .هاتينة دةرةوة 

They’re going home. .دةضنة مالَي They came out. .هاتنة دةرةوة 

 

 :Verbs -”ةوة“

I regained( تنةوةها ) consciousness.  شمةهاتًم وة هوخو.  

※ For “ةوة” ending verbs, the directional vowel ” ة\ية ” is omitted. 

 

Irregular Verbs:  

He went to (the) market. .ِضووتة بازار 

※ If the past verb conjugation of a motion verb ends in “وو” as shown above,  

a “ت” may be infixed between the verb and the linking vowel, “ ة\ية ”.  

 



 

A Basic Guide to Kurdish Grammar 

75 
 

EXPRESSIONS OF TEMPORAL DURATION 

PRESENT 
 

[Statement]     ة\ية +[duration of the temporal event (for how long)] 

 

With Simple Present Tense 

He’s been here for 4 years. .رةيةضوار سالَة لي 
It’s been raining for several days.  .كة باران دةباريذيضةند رِو 

I’ve know it for a long time. .ذة دةزانمر لة ميزو 

 

With Present Perfect Tense 

I’ve been sitting here for several hours. .رة دانيشتوومةكة ليضةند سةعاتي 
It hasn’t rained for several days. .كة باران نةباريوةذيضةند رِو 
Mom’s been cooking for 3 hours. .شتي دروست كردووةسةعاتة دايكم ضي سي 

We haven’t seen them for 2 years. .دوو سالَة نةمانديتوونة 

PAST 

Affirmative 

[Past Continuous]  (دة)بوو+[duration of the temporal event (Time Expression)] 

Negative 

[Past Perfect]  بوونة +[duration of the temporal event (Time Expression)] 

 

Examples: 

It had been raining for several days. .ك بوو باران دةباريذيضةند رِو 
It hadn’t rained for several days. .ك بوو باران نةباريبووذيضةند رٍِو 

I hadn’t seen him for almost 3 months. .مانط دةبوو نةمديتبوو نزيكةي سي 
I had known for a long time that. .ذ بوو دةمزانير لة ميزو 
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13. SUBJUNCTIVES 
THE PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE  

FORMATION RULES 

The present subjunctive is formed from the present stem of the verb and the personal 
suffixes.  The modal marker for the subjunctive is “ب” (same as in the imperative form). 

Affirmative:  [Subjective BP][Present stem]ب 

Negative:     [Subjective BP][Present stem]نة 

In complex or compound verbs, the “ب” prefix is optional, and when it is omitted the lack 
of a modal prefix identifies the verb as subjunctive.  

وونض  وةر طرتن بانط كردن كردنةوة بوون 
to go to be to open to call to receive 

بمبمن  من بضم ةوةمكةمن ب  مكةب بانط من   من وةر طرم 
بيتبتو  تو بضيت ةوةيتكةتو ب    بانط بكةيتتو  تو وةر طريت 
بيتبئةو  ئةو بضيت ةوةتكائةو ب  بانط بكاتئةو    ئةو وةر طريت 
بينبئيمة  ئيمة بضين ةوةينكةئيمة ب  بانط بكةينئيمة    ئيمة وةر طرين 
بنبئةوان  ئةوان بضن ةوةنكةئةوان ب  بانط بكةنئةوان    ئةوان وةر طرن 

USAGES 

The present subjunctive is used in the following instances: 

INDEPENDENTLY  

It is not dependent upon a preceding construction, as a deliberative (English ‘should’).   
 

Should I come tomorrow? 
(Subjunctive, not sure) 

؟بيًم  سبةيني (من)  
I will come tomorrow.  

(Simple Present, Definitively coming)  
.ني ديمسبةي )من(  

 
Should we open the door? 

(Subjunctive) 
؟بكةينةوة كةدةرطا )ئيمة(  

We will open the door.  
(Simple Present)  

.دةكةينةوة كةدةرطا )ئيمة(  
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In literary style, the question maker, “ ياائ ” often introduces the construction. 

Should he go to Sulemaniya? سلي بو ني؟مائايا بضي  

LET ME, LET US 

The present subjunctive is used in the 1st persons cohortative sentences (‘let me, let’s’).  It 
is often preceded by “با”, “ لاَيا ” or “وةرة” (Come on). 

Come on, let’s go!  ,َينيالابا برو!  
Come on, let’s study! نينوةرة, بخوي!  

LET HIM, MAY IT BE 

The present subjunctive is also used in the 3rd persons hortative sentences (let him, may 
it be, etc.). 

Let them sit back!   دا بنيشنةوةبا!  
Oh, God, may it rain!  ,يا خواباران بباري!  

Happy New Year! ز بيت ثيروتسالَي نوي!  
May it be good for your health! تانشاءاللة, تةندروستيت ضاك دةبي!  

For your health! تتت بيعافي!  

AS COMPLEMENT TO ALL VERBS 

All verval complements of “ويستن”(want), “حةز كردن”(would like to), “ويست بوونثي”(need), 

  .are in the subjunctive (must)”دةبيت“ ,(can)”توانين“

I want to go home.  بضمة مالَي دةمةوي 
I’d like to go home.  حةز دةكةم بضمة مالَي 
I need to go home. ويستة بضمة مالَيثي 

I can go home. دةتوانم بضمة مالَي 
I must go home. ت بضمة مالَيدةبي 

 
It is not necessary that you say. .يتويست ناكا بيلَيثي 

She can see you. .دةتوانيَ بتبيني 
Do you want to open it? بيكةيتةوة؟ ئايا دةتةوي 

We don’t want to write a letter.  .نامةيةك بنووسين نامانةوي 
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AFTER “BEFORE” OR “ WITHOUT” 

The present subjunctive is used after a number of conjunctions like “بةرلةوةي”(before), “ بة

 .etc ,(without)”بي ئةوةي

Before he goes/went ..بةرلةوةي بضي 
Before you sit/sat down ..وة دا بنيشنبةرلةوةي ئي 

Without speaking, she left. يشتئةوةي قسة بكا, رِو بةبي.  
Without his/her seeing you ًئةوةي بتبيني ًبةبي..  

 is always followed by the present subjunctive; the proper tense for (before)”بةرلةوةي“ *
English translation is gained from context. 

AFTER “IF” 

The present subjunctive is used in the protasis of a possible conditional: 

If you want to, you can. دةتوانيئةطةر بت ,ةوي.  
If he comes, we’ll eat with him. ين لةطةلَيدات, دةخوئةطةر بي.  

If you study, you’ll pass. نيت, دةر دةضيتئةطةر بخوي.  
As long as I breathe, I’ll serve my country. م دةكةمهةتا هةناسة بدةم, خزمةتي ولاَتي خو.  

THE PAST SUBJUNCTIVE 

FORMATION RULES 

The past subjunctive is formed like the past perfect, but instead of the past tense of “بوون”, 

the present subjunctive of “بوون” is added. 

INTRANSITIVE 

 ضوون هاتن 

 Affirmative Negative Affirmative 

 Singular Plural Singular Plural Singular Plural 

1st person ضووبين ضووبم نةهاتبين نةهاتبم هاتبين هاتبم 
2nd person ضووبن ضووبيت نةهاتبن نةهاتبيت هاتبن هاتبيت 
3rd person تت هاتبن هاتبيت نةهاتبن نةهاتبيًضووبن ضووبي 
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TRANSITIVE 

 Without Preverbal Agent 

 ديتن
With Preverbal Agent 

 ديتن  
Negative 

 ديتن
 Singular Singular Plural Singular Plural Plural 

1st person تمًتمان ديتبيًت- ديتبيم ديتبي مان ديتبيت-   نةمانديتبيت نةمديتبيت 
2nd person تتتتان ديتبيت- ديتبيت ديتبي تان ديتبيت-  ديتبيتننةتا نةتديتبيت   
3rd person تيديتبي يتبيتياند  ي ديتبيت-  ديتبيتيان -  ديتبيتياننة نةيديتبيت   

 
 Without Preverbal Agent 

 كردنةوة
With Preverbal Agent 

 كردنةوة
Negative 
 كردنةوة

 Singular Singular Plural Singular Plural Plural 

1st person تمةوةتمانةوة كردبيم - كردبي  
 كردبيتةوة

مان -
 كردبيتةوة

بيتةوةنةمانكرد نةمكردبيتةوة  

2nd person تتةوةتتانةوة كردبيت- كردبي  
كردبيتةوة   

تان-  
 كردبيتةوة

 نةتانكردبيتةوة نةتكردبيتةوة

3rd person تيةوةتيانةوة كردبيي- كردبي  
كردبيتةوة   

يان-  
 كردبيتةوة

ةيكردبيتةوةن ةيانكردبيتةوةن   

 

USAGES 

The past subjunctive is used in the following instances: 

1) After all constructions that take subjunctive complements when the complement is 
in the past 

The men must have gone. يشتبنرِو ثياوةكان دةبي.  
You must have seen those things. تئةو شتانةت ديتبي دةبي.  

It’s not necessary for me to have seen it. تممةرج نية كة من ديتبي.  
 

※ The conjunction ” كة  ” is optional. 

 
It’s possible that it will rain. 

(the present subjunctive) 
.رةنطة  باران بباريت  

It’s possible that it (has) rained. 
(the past subjunctive) 

.رةنطة باران باريبيت  

 

2) in past clauses after superlatives (note that a relative-clause antecedent modified 
by a superlative is in the Indefinitive state, … يةك) 
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In this type of clause the subject of the relative clause must be the same as the 
noun modified by the superlative.  If the subjects of the main clause and of the 
relative clause are different, the relative clause is not subjunctive.   

He is the first person who has attempted it.  .كة كة هةولَي دابييةكةمين كةسي 
He’s the first person I’ve seen in Hawler.   ر ديتوومةكة كة لة هةولييةكةمين كةسي

.لة هةولير  

3) In past relative clauses after negatives (e.g. there isn’t anyone who has…) or 
expressions with an essentially negative sense (e.g. there are few who have..) 
 

.ةوةكةس نية كة ئةم كتيبةي نةخويندبيت  

There isn’t anyone who hasn’t read the book. 

.نةبيستبيت ي خوًيثيرةنةكاني كوردي لة داوكة كون و لةميذييركةم كةس هةية ض  

There are not many people who have not heard old Kurdish stories from grandma. 

 
4)  After “ كوة ”(as though) in the past for hypothetical situation 

.ةوةكو شتيكيان بير كةوتبيتةو  

As though they remembered something. 
 

5) In the past protasis of a possible conditional 

.ئةوا هةر دةبي خويندن تةواو بكا ا,ئةطةر ذياني خوم تةرخانكردبي لة ثيناوي كورٍِةكةمد  

If I had sacrificed my life for my son, he would finish his study. 

HOW TO USE THE SUBJUNCTIVE 

SIMPLE SENTENCE 
 

 Present Past 

He makes me laugh./made me laugh. بكةنم م دةكات ثيوا لي. .واي ليم كرد ثي بكةنم   
He made me laugh./didn’t make.. بكةنم م ليَوا ناكات ثي. .ثي بكةنم منةكرد واي ليَ   

I want to go./wanted to go. ِبر مدةمةويو. .ويست برِوممدة   
I don’t want to go./didn’t want to go. مبرِو نامةوي. .نةمويست برِوم   

We like to study./liked to study. نمحةز دةكةم بخوي. .حةزم دةكرد بخوينم   
We don’t like to study./didn’t like.. نمحةز ناكةم بخوي. .حةزم نةكرد بخوينم   

He needs to eat./needed to eat. ية بخواتويستي ثيثي.  
.بخوات ةثيويست  

.بوو بخواتثيويستي   
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He doesn’t need to eat./He didn’t..  ويستيثي نية بخواتثي. .نةبوو بخواتثي ثيويستي    
I can teach you./was able to teach.. رتبكةم دةتوانم في. .بكةم تؤ فيردةمتواني    
I can’t teach you./I couldn’t teach.. رتبكةم ناتوانم في. .بكةم نةمتواني فيرت   

※ Note that subjunctive complements remain the same while the main verb tenses 
change. 

※ The past tense of the verbs such as, “ويستن”(want), “حةز كردن”(like), takes the 

past continuous form. 
 

THE IRREALIS MOOD 

The irrealis mood, which expresses an unfulfilled or unfulfillable contrafactual(contrary to 
fact) statement, usually dependent upon an unrealized conditional, is identical to the past 
continuous tense. 

 I couldn’t have done anything else. 
(even if I had wanted to) 

.نةمةتواني هيضي تر بكةم  
Anybody would have known. واي دةزاني هةر كةسي.  

You could have come. يدةتتواني بي تو.  
I could have helped you. من دةمتواني يارمةتيت بدةم.  

CONDITIONAL SENTENCE - TYPE I 

It is possible to fulfill a condition which is given in the if-clause. 
 

[Main Clause in Present](2),  [Present Subjunctive]+(if)(1)ئةطةر 

 

[Present Subjunctive]+(if)(2)ئةطةر  [Main Clause in Present](1) 

 

If you don’t eat, you’ll get hungry.  يت, برسي دةبيتئةطةر نةخو.  
If you study, you’ll succeed.  ,نيتةويتسةر دةكئةطةر بخوي.  

What will you do, if you pass the exam? ؟كةدا دةر ضيتوةضي دةكةيت ئةطةر لة تاقي كردنة  
If I you need my help, I will help you. ويستيت بة يارمةتيم هةيةيارمةتيت دةدةم طةر ثي.  

If it rains, we can’t go. باران ب ئةطةرئي ,مة ناضينباري.  
If you wake up early, you won’t be late.  ,كةويتنا دوائةطةر زوو لة خةو هةلَ(ب)سي.  

If I see them, I’ll greet him. وي ليَ  دةكةماسلَ ,ئةطةر بيبينم. 
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Until you don’t leave, I don’t leave. ميت, نارِوهةتا نةرِو.  
When you bring the tree, I’ll cut it. نيت, دةي برِمةوةيكةي دارةكة.  

It’s possible that it will rain. ترةنطة كة باران بباري.  
I hope(wish) to be like you.  زطة وةكو تومخو ليَ بي.  

 
When you come (I’m sure you’re coming),  

bring the books with you. 
.ان لةطةلَ خوت بينةكتيبةكيت, هاتة ك  

When young people work, 
country will be developed. 

.ش دةكةويكةي طةنجان كاريان كرد, ولاَت ثي 
If young people work,  

country will be developed. 
.ش دةكةويئةطةر طةنجان كار بكةن, ولاَت ثي 

※ Note that when the protasis is lead by “كة” or “كةي”, the verb of the protasis takes 

past simple tense. 

CONDITIONAL SENTENCE - TYPE II 

It is theoretically possible to fulfill a condition which is given in the if-clause. 

[Main Clause in Present](2),  [Past Subjunctive]+(if)(1)ئةطةر 

 

[Past Subjunctive]+(if)(2)ئةطةر + [Main Clause in Present](1) 
 

If he had money, he would buy the car. 
(At the moment he has no money,  

but still has a chance)  

.رِيئةطةر ثارةي هةبيت, سةيارةكة دةك  

If he ate, he would come soon. 
(I’m not sure if he ate or not) 

.زوو ديتت, اردبيًخو ناني ئةطةر  
If he studied hard, he would pass. 

(I’m not sure if he studied though)  ,تندبيري خويسةر دةكئةطةر زوتةوي.  
If he came here, I would ask him. 

(but he’s not here yet) 
., ثرسياري ليَ دةكةمبيتة ئيرة ئةطةر  

CONDITIONAL SENTENCE – TYPE III 

It is impossible to fulfill a condition which is given in the if-clause.  

There are two ways to form this type of conditional sentence. 

Method I اية+Subjective BP+Past root+ نة\ب   

Method II 
Subjective BP+با+ Past root+ نة\ب   

** In the second case (Method II) the ”ب” prefix is optional. 
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INTRANSITIVE 

METHOD I 

 هاتن 
 Singular Plural Singular Plural 

1st person اتماية اتيناية اتيناية نةهاتماية 
2nd person اتيتاية اتناية اتناية نةهاتيتاية 
3rd person اتاية اتناية اتناية نةهاتاية 

METHOD II 

 هاتن 
 Singular Plural Singular Plural 

1st person نةهاتباين نةهاتبام (ب)هاتباين (ب)هاتبام 
2nd person نةهاتبان نةهاتبايت (ب)هاتبان (ب)هاتبايت 
3rd person (ية)نةهاتبان نةهاتبا(ية) (ب)هاتبان (ب)هاتبا 

TRANSITIVE 

METHOD I 

 With Preverbal Matter 

 نووسين
Negative 

 نووسين
 Plural Singular Plural Plural 

1st person -ايةبم بنووسي ايةبمان بنووسي-  ايةبم نةنووسي-  ايةبمان نةنووسي-   
2nd person -ايةبت  بنووسي ايةبتان  بنووسي-  ايةبت  نةنووسي-  ايةبتان  نةنووسي-   
3rd person -ايةبي بنووسي ايةبيان بنووسي-  ايةيي نةنووسي-  ايةبيان نةنووسي-   

METHOD II 

 With Preverbal Matter 

 نووسين
Negative 

 نووسين
 Plural Singular Plural Plural 

1st person -م (ب)نووسيبا مان (ب)نووسيبا-  م نةنووسيبا-  مان نةنووسيبا-   
2nd person -ت  (ب)نووسيبا تان  (ب)نووسيبا-  ت  نةنووسيبا-  تان  نةنووسيبا-   
3rd person -ي (ب)نووسيبا يان (ب)نووسيبا-  ي نةنووسيبا-  يان نةنووسيبا-   
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USAGE 

In contrafactual (contrary to fact) conditional sentences, the protasis (the ‘if’ clause) 
contains a verb in the past conditional mood(conditional-type III), and in the apodosis 
(the result clause or the main clause).  The verb is in the irrealis(past continuous). 
 

If you had waken up early,  
you wouldn’t have been late. 

(You woke up late and was late to work.)  

.ئةطةر زوو لةخةو هةلَسابايت, دوا نةدةكةوتيت  

If I had studied the lesson, I would have. 
passed (I didn’t pass.) 

., دةر دةضوومايةوينددةرسم بخئةطةر   
If he had come yesterday,  
he would have seen Azad. 

.ئازادت دةديت, اتباي دوينيئةطةر   
If you had sent the letter,  

it would have arrived. 
.دةطةيشت, ناردبا نامةكةتئةطةر   

If I had seen him, I’d have greeted him. 
(I didn’t greet him.) ي دةكرد ,ئةطةر بيني بامسلاَوم لي.  

If he had come, we’d have eaten together. 
(we didn’t eat with him.) 

.نانمان دةخوارد بةيةكةوة, ئةطةر هاتبا  
If I had come to Kurdistan, I’d have 

learned Kurdish. (I didn’t learn Kurdish.) 
.كوردي فير دةبووم ,كوردستان ئةطةر اتماية  

COMMON MODAL VERBS & ADJECTIVES 

SHOULD: دةبوو 

PRESENT 

 Affirmative Negative 

I should go. ممن دةبوو برِو. .برِوم\ضممن نةدةبوو ب   
He should go. ئةو دةبوو برِوات. .برِوات\ئةو نةدةبوو بضيت   

They should make dolma. لمدروست بكةن ةئةوان دةبوو دو. .دروست بكةن ئةوان نةدةبوو دولمة   

 

Note: 
I shouldn’t go. 

 
.من نةدةبوو برِوم  

I shouldn’t have gone. يشتمايةمن نةدةبوواية برِو.  
.من نةدةبوواية (ب)رِويشتبام  

I don’t have to go. ويست ناكات بمن ثيمرِو.  
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PAST (IRREALIS: WISHFUL THINGKING FOR THE PAST) 

 Affirmative Negative 

I should have come early.  اتبام من دةبوواية زوو. .بوواية زوو اتبامدةمن نة   
He should have left. يشتايةئةو دةبوواية برِو. .بوواية برِويشتايةدةئةو نة   

They should have known it. ئةوان دةبوواية بيانزانياية.  
.ئةوان دةبوواية بيانزانيبا  

.بوواية بيانزانيايةدةئةوان نة  
.بوواية بيانزانيبادةئةوان نة  

You should have washed. ت بشوشتايةدةبوواية خو تو.  
.تو دةبووايةخوت (ب)شوشتبا  

.تو نةدةبوواية خوت بشوشتاية  
.اتو نةدةبوواية خوت بشوشتب  

You shouldn have said that.  دةبوواية ئةو ووشةيةت بطوتبا تو. .تو نةدةبوواية ئةو ووشةيةت بطوتبا   
 

WISH & HOPE: زطةئاوات, ئارةزو كردن, حةز كردن, , هيوادارخو  

FUTURE 

I hope to be a teacher. زطةببم بة مامؤستائارةزو دةكةم كة \ئاواتم\خو.  
I hope I can go. مزطة دةمتواني برِوخو.  

I hope I can see you.  زطةمبينمدةمتواني بتخو.  
I wish I had a car. تهيوادارم  كة سةيارةيةكم هةبي.  

I’d like to drink water. 
(I’m looking for water now.) 

.ةئاو بخؤمةوحةز دةكةم كة   

 

PRESENT 

 I wish I could fly. زبفرِم انيدةمتو )كة(  طةخو.  
I wish I could go.  زطةب دةمتوانيخومرِو.  

You wish you could see him. زطةت دةخواست بيبينيخو.  
I wish I had a car. تهة سةيارةيةكمكة   هيوادارمبي.  

I wish I drank water. 
(There is no water now.) 

.دةخواردةوة ةكةمئاو خوزطة  

It’s possible that it (has) rained. 
 

.رةنطة كة باران باريبيت  

I wish I were you.  َم ليزطة وةكو تودةهاتخو.  
 خوزطة وةك توم جةبووم.

You wish you did the work.  بكردبا ئيشةكةت بريا.  

She wishes he studied the lesson. 
(He didn’t study and she feels sorry.) 

.دةرسةكةي خويندبيت ئةو حةز دةكا  كة  
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I wish my mom came. 
(but she’s not here.) 

.يكم بيتدا (كةوا) مخوزطة دةخواز  

They wish school was closed. تئةوان ئارةزو دةكةن كة قوتابخانة داخرابي.  

 
I wish I had finished the work.  زطةبكرداية تةواو كة ئيشةكةمدةخوازم من خو.  

I wish I could have helped you.  زطةةتيت بدةمبمتوانيبا يارمخو.  

I wish I could have helped you. زطة (ب)توانيباةتيت بدةميارم خو.  

I wish I had married him. بكرداية ردم ثيزطة ميخو.  

I wish he hadn’t done that. بريا ئةو كارةي نةكردباية.  

 

MUST: تدةبي 

PRESENT 

I must go now. ت برِؤمستا دةبيئي.  
We must not burn the food. نينشتةكة بسوتيت ضينابي.  

We must eat the food. ت نانةكة بخؤيندةبي.  

PAST 

There must have been some food.  دةبوواية خواردنيان هةر هةبي.  
I must have visited him. ايةدةبوواية هةرسةردانم بكردب.  

 

PERHAPS:  ,لةوانةية رِةنطة  

PRESENT 

Perhaps he will come back tomorrow. تةوةبطةرِي رِةنطة ئةمرِو.  
Maybe we will travel to America.  ئةمةريكالةوانةية طةشت بكةين بو.  

Maybe I will finish my work today. ئيشةكةم تةواو بكةم لةوانةية ئةمرِو.  

PAST 

Maybe he went to school. تة قوتابخانةلةوانةية هاتبي.  
Maybe they didn’t like the food. رةنطة خواردنةكةيان بةدلًَ نةبووبي.  
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14. CONJUNCTIONS 
Conjunctions are joining words and are sometimes called connectives. 
A conjunction may join words, phrases or clauses. 

CO-ORDINATE CONJUNCTIONS 

Co-ordinate conjunctions join words that are the same part of speech: a noun with a noun; 
an adjective with an adjective; and so on.  

And و But بةلاَم, كةضي Or يان 

Examples:   

Azad, Nawzad, and Sirwan came. ان هاتنئازاد و نةوزاد و سيرو.  
Danielle came to Kurdistan two years ago 

and learned Kurdish. 
 دانيالَ بةرلة دوو سالَ هات بو كوردستان و

.فيري زماني كوردي بوو   
Study or sleep.  نة يان بنوو.يانوانةكة بخوي  

In philosophy two things that are completely 
equal or completely different cannot be 

compared. 

ئةطةر  لة فةلةسةفةدا دووشت بةراورد ناكرين
.تةواو وةكويةك بن يان تةواو لةيةك جياواز بن  

I asked her a lot, but she didn’t answer me. ر ثرسيارمي كرد, كةضي وةلاَمي نةدامةوة زولي.  
I explained all the questions for him,  

but he still doesn’t understand. 
 هةموو ثرسيارةكانم بو رِوون كردةوة, كةضي

.هيشتا ليم  تيَ ناطا   

CONJUNCTIVE ADVERBS 

Conjunctive adverbs are used to join two complet sentences that are very closely related 
in meaning. 
 

therefore, thus, as a result, hence  يةبو 
later, after لةثاشان, دواتر 

finally تاييدالةدواييدا, لة كو 
however, nevertheless ك بيك/ هةرضؤنيهةرضؤني 

otherwise ئةطةرنا/ئةطينا 
besides لةثالَ ئةوة/ لةطةلَ ئةوة 

anyway, anyhow كهةرضؤني 
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My mom is sick, so I couldn’t  

come to the party. 
.بؤية نةمتواني بضم بؤ ئاهةنطةكة دايكم نةخؤشة،  

Anyhow, I want to study Kurdish  
next year. 

.هةرضؤنيك بي سالَي داهاتوو دةمةوي كوردي بخوينم  
I woke up, after that washed my face, 

after that changed my clothes, and 
lastly went to college.  

ضاوم شوشت, دواتر  لةخةو هةستام, لةثاشان دةست و
.جلةكانم طورِي, لةدواييدا ضووم بو كوليذ  

We didn’t go, 
 so she didn’t come either. 

 ئيَمة نةضووين, بوية ئةويش نةهات.
Study, otherwise you’ll fail. نة ، ئةطةرنا دةرناضيبخوي.  

Besides Kurdish, I want to learn Farsi 
and Arabic. 

  .فيري فارسي و عةرةبي ببمكوردي دةمةوي  لةثالَ

RELATIVE PRONOUN 
 
Relative clauses in Kurdish are often, but not necessarily, introduced by the relative 

pronoun “كة” (who, which, that).  Generally speaking, the relative pronoun ka may be 

omitted, particularly when it functions as the object of the verb in the relative clause.  The 
relative pronoun is rarely omitted when it functions as the subject of the verb in the 
relative clause. 
 
When I went to the market, I saw Dawt. بازارِ داوتم بيني كاتيَ (كة) ضووم بو.  

Those books I bought yesterday are nice.  بانةي كة منشدئةو كتيكرِيم خو نين.وي  
When I came, you weren’t at home. لة مالَ نةبووي. ,كة هاتم تو  

This is the flower he gave me. .ي دامئةوة كولَةكةية كة ئةو ثي 
When did you find out that she’s married? زاندارة؟ كةيطةيشتي كة ئةو خيتي  

SUBORDINATE CONJUNCTIONS 

Subordinate conjunctions are used to join two ideas which otherwise would require two 
separate sentences. 

Subordinating conjunctions are generally formed as below: 
 

) كة(  preposition +ئةوةي + 

 

* The relative pronoun “كة” is optional. 
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COMMON SUBORDINATING CONJUNCTIONS 
 

Provided that, on condition that  
(+ subjunctive) 

 بةو مةرجةي (كة)
Without 

(+ present subjunctive) (كة) ئةوةي بة بي 
Before 

 بةر لةوةي (كة) 
Before 

(+ present subjunctive) 
(كة)ثيش ئةوةي   

After (كة) ثاش ئةوةي 
In order that 

(+ present subjunctive) 
 بو ئةوةي (كة)

Because, Since 
 

Because of 

 ضونكة, لةبةر ئةوةي
 بة هوي ..ةوة

Until  هةتا 
When ككة, كةي, كاتيَ, كاتي 

Although, Even if لةطةلَئةوةشدا, هةرضةند 

 

Examples: 

I had slept until my mom came back. من نووستبووم هةتا دايكم هاتةوة.  
Even though I was tired, I helped 

him. 
.لةطةلَئةوةشدا (كة) ماندوو بووم, بةلاَم هةر يارمةتيم دا  

Even though he studied hard,  
he didn’t pass. 

.هةرضةندة ئةو زؤري خويًندبوو , كةضي دةر نةضوو   
In order that people like you, you 

have to respect them. 
.بؤ ئةوةي خةلَكي خؤشيان بويي ثيويستة ريزيان ليَ بطري  

Ahmad has become very rich  
because he won a lottery. 

 ئةحمةد زور دةولَةوةند بوو
 بة هوي بردنةوةي يانسيبة كةوة.

 

 
 

 


